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Thank you for your interest in the role of Vicar of St Mary’s Hinckley in the deanery of 

Sparkenhoe West. I am delighted that you are exploring the possibility of applying for this 

role and I want you know that there are many of us here in the Diocese of Leicester who 

are praying for you as you seek to discern God’s calling. 

 
You can read more details of our Diocesan vision and strategy at 

www.leicester.anglican.org, but I want to highlight a couple of areas as you begin this 

exploration. 

 
Firstly, as a key part of our diocesan strategy for growing the numbers of disciples, the 

depth of discipleship and growing our capacity to serve our communities, this role will incorporate a local response with a 

diocesan wide commitment. As part of this strategy we have discerned God’s calling to establish 300 fresh expressions of 

church by 2030 (this equates to the number of existing ‘inherited’ model churches). This is an ambitious calling, and will 

only be achieved through prayer, intentional investment of time and resources and a focus on equipping all baptised 

Christians to be sent out in mission. You will need to show us that you share this vision and commitment, and want to be 

part of a movement of people in mission. 

 
Secondly, as we move forward in this endeavour, we don’t know how God will raise up the Pioneers and other ministers 

needed for the fresh expressions of church. We don’t know how God will grow the culture of generous giving within the 

diocese to make this work sustainable for the long term. We don’t know exactly how we will train, equip and resource 

people for this new work. There is much that we don’t know and hence much that we will need to learn. You will need to 

show us that you are open to learning, committed to working humbly with other colleagues and above all, a person of 

deep faith and trust in God. 

 
If you find yourself both excited and daunted by the prospect of what we are doing in the diocese, then it could be that 
God is calling you. Please read on, and talk with Archdeacon Claire Wood, 0116 261 5309. 
I hope that I may have the opportunity of meeting you in the near future, but in the meantime be assured of my prayers. 

 
Yours in Christ, 
 
  
 
 
 

The Rt Revd Martyn Snow 
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Who are we? 
 

St Mary’s Parish Church was dedicated in the Middle Ages to the Assumption 

of St Mary the Virgin. Our church building has stood on this site for almost 900 

years. 

 
St Mary’s Church has a close-knit congregation with much diversity within it. 

The three very different services each Sunday reflect the range and style of 

worship that underpin and enrich our church family. Typically, a Sunday would 

offer an 8.00am BCP communion; a 10.15am All Age worship with communion 

and at 6pm a quiet reflective service of hymns and prayer in various formats. 

Other opportunities for prayer, worship and communion take place 

throughout the week. Parade services take place on the 1st Sunday in the 

month, and baptisms are a regular part of our Sunday 10.15 services. 

 
In the summer of 2018 our church voted to join the Inclusive Church 

organization and we registered our participation. We are seeking now to 

widen and deepen the concept of inclusivity through prayer, worship and 

outreach in our community and we are in search of a new incumbent to lead 

us on this journey. 
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 St Mary’s currently has 180 people on the electoral roll. We have 

an average weekly attendance (over all 3 Sunday services and 

mid-week) of 120

 We have an organist, verger, choirs and music groups

 A committed PCC and wardens team support the ministry team

 We employ an administrator who works hard supporting our 

open church and the ministry team

 Last year we had 32 baptisms, 3 of which were for adults and we 

also had 10 weddings and 16 funerals in church
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Children’s work: we employ a children and families worker who, 

with a dedicated team of volunteers, offer child-focused 

activities during 10.15 worship, Messy Church, Family cooking, 

Small Steps (pre-school worship and play) and lots of 

opportunities to meet, play, pray and worship
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The open church and coffee bar staffed by volunteers have been an 

important part of our church for many years.Through this daily service 

we express our caring commitment to our community. Income from 

this plays a vital role in contributing to our Restoration Fund. We 

support Fairtrade and use Fairtrade items in our coffee bar. We feel 

that this is a clear statement of our commitment to Fairtrade and 

demonstrates our desire for justice for all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Each week we are a part of the Hinckley Area foodbank 

and are involved in both collection and distribution. As 

part of Hinckley Churches Together we support Hinckley 

Street Pastors and one member of our congregation is in 

the street pastor team. 
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We have a meaningful relationship with St Mary’s C of E school which is adjacent to the church. 

We are able to support the school through leading worship in assemblies and host end of term 

and other Christian festivals in the church. Some members of our congregation are serving 

governors. 

 
We enjoy a rich and diverse social life outside of worship planned and organised by a small team 

enabling us to grow together and strengthen the bonds of friendship within our wider community. 

 
Each year we hold a Christmas Tree Festival, filling the church with 70+ trees, decorated by 

members of our community, local businesses, uniformed organisations, charities and schools. 

During this weekend we also enjoy performances from local choirs, drama academies and a variety 

of other social events. 

 

As a town centre church we have enjoyed a long history of civic involvement, hosting the Civic 

Christmas service, Nurses service, Holocaust memorial service, and also memorial services for 

MacMillan Cancer Support and a local funeral director. 

 

Each year we host Cards for Good Causes, an organisation which supports a wide range of charities 

by selling Christmas cards and goods. 

 

The church is well known to the town’s residents, as it is open every day 10am-4pm and is visited 

by many from near and far on a regular basis. 

 
Visitors use our thriving coffee bar, browse our extensive selection of 2nd hand books, sit quietly or 

take the opportunity to pray in our peaceful Lady Chapel. 



We are an open church, aiming to make God’s love real through worship, and by being a welcoming 

community where we try to care everyday for everyone. 

 

Location of our Parish 
 

St Mary’s church is located in the heart of Hinckley, in the 

Diocese of Leicester. Hinckley is a busy and expanding market 

town and has a population of approximately 48,000 with largely 

white working class people but now increasing slowly in racial 

diversity. The area of the parish covers half of the town. 

 
The church’s position is dominant and its tower and clock 

overlook the town’s central area. The market place and the 

main street – Castle Street – are a mere two minutes away. A 

variety of independent and chain stores are located on the 

main shopping streets, where a market has been held for over 

700 years. The town centre has also seen recent development 

with the addition of a cinema, large supermarket and an area of 

restaurants and further high street shops in The Crescent. 

 

The position of the town in the middle of England gives excellent 

connections by road (M1, M69, M6), by rail (Leicester to 

Birmingham) and locally to Leicestershire and Warwickshire in 

general. Birmingham and East Midlands Airports are easily 

accessible. 
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Vision and Direction 
Strengths 

 

 Variety of services and music styles for all ages

 Open church, offering accessibility and service to the local community everyday

 Children and families work- our long-term commitment reaching out to families in 
our town

 

 Fresh Expressions of Faith; Open Mic, Cake and Debate, Pub Church

 Teams of volunteers, active groups who work together to provide and support our 
open church and many other activities, welcome team for worship, pastoral care

 

 Historical well-maintained church, church hall and community centre
 

Vision for the future… 

 Continuing to live out our mission call to be an open church, making God’s love real through worship and by being a 
welcoming community where we try to care everyday for everyone

 

 To reach out actively to our wider community, both with service and by encouraging faith

 To deepen our Christian faith, to strengthen our congregation, to journey as a diverse worshipping community  
encouraging personal growth and discipleship

 

 To continue to value, develop and sustain our teams of staff and volunteers
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We recognise we need help in… 

 Growing discipleship within our church family

 Maintaining and developing our Fresh Expressions of Faith in our expanding town

 Encouraging and developing youth work as an important aspect of our church community

 
Who are we looking for? 
 A minister who enables, facilitates and encourages 

 A person who is eager to deepen our discipleship

 A person who can lead, manage and inspire a growing team of staff and volunteers

 Is adaptable, flexible, able to embrace a range of services and styles

 Someone with a strong sense of mission, a long-term vision of outreach and able to partner 
with other organisations within our wider community, able to think ‘outside the box’

 A communicator, able to converse with the diverse community within the church and in 
the town

 A pastoral heart, alongside compassion and a sense of humour

 Someone with good understanding of safeguarding requirements

 Someone who has good IT skills and is able to communicate using modern technology, 
social media and more traditional ways
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Who else is involved with ministry… 

We are blessed in having a group of people who help and support our minister in  

planning and delivering worship. 
 

We currently have: 
 

 A curate now in her third year
 

 An experienced Lay Reader who also assists in another local parish
 

 Two clergy with PTO, one who is retired and the other who is part of our

worshipping community 
 
 
 

 Children and families worker and

team who help with baptisms, Messy Church and all age worship 
 

 Active Ministry Leadership Team
 

 Pastoral team who co-ordinate visiting, prayer chain and regular worship in local residential  homes
 

 Wholeness and Healing ministry team who offer prayer at our communion services
 

 Verger who assists with funerals and wedding services
 

 Worship Music Team, including organist, choirs, and bands, whose members help choose music
 

 Parish Administrator
 

 A team of lay people who assist with communion
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Locations 
 

St Mary’s Church Community Hall 

Next to the church is our community hall, 

which is used regularly by a pre-school play 

group, uniformed organisations (sponsored by 

St Mary’s) amateur dramatic societies, and 

others. 

We hold some of our social events here. The 

hall has been improved recently with new 

toilet facilities and further work is due to be 

undertaken to improve access. 

The hall has its own management committee 

and is financially self-sufficient. 
 
 

St Francis Community Centre 

St Francis Community Centre is owned by the church and is located in the north west of the parish enabling us to reach out to a different 

demographic community. It is a thriving centre, providing space for local groups, uniformed organisations and local businesses. The centre 

hosts a weekly lunch club for more senior local residents. It has its own manager and management committee with representatives from St 

Mary’s and is self-supporting financially. 
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Finance 

In general terms the financing of the church is dealt with through the General Fund and Restoration Fund. Our financial position is sound 

allowing us to give a substantial annual contribution to the Diocese. Last year 2017 the contribution was £70,000. 

Mission giving; we give 10% of our giving income to various local, national and international charities. 
 

Quinquennial Inspection 

The last Quinquennial inspection was carried out in 2016. In 

2017 £34,000 was spent on restoration of the stonework. 

Communication 

We keep in touch with our Church family 
 

 by a weekly newsletter (paper and electronic) 

 Facebook page used to advertise events and promote 

worship 

 Our website www.stmaryshinckley.co.uk 

 Weekly news and notices at services 

We also feature on www.achurchnearyou.com,www.tripadvisor.co.uk , and www.inclusive-church.org 

http://www.stmaryshinckley.co.uk/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/
http://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/
http://www.inclusive-church.org/
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The Vicarage 
 

Property Address 
 

St Mary Vicarage, Hinckley 2 The Rills Hinckley LE10 1NA 
 

The property is a 4 bedroom detached house, purchased by the Diocese in 2010 to replace the old St Mary’s Vicarage. 
 

The property is in good overall condition and comprises, entrance porch, entrance hall, cloakroom & WC, study, lounge, dining room, 
kitchen with pantry and utility rooms off. 

 

There are 4 good sized bedrooms, one of which has an en suite and there is a family bathroom. The Quinquennial is due in 

2020. The house is set within good-sized gardens, mainly lawn and borders and sits on a quiet residential cul-de-sac. 


