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Is it you? 
Hi.  

We’re looking for a colleague to join us in the task of designing and developing an new pattern of 
mission and ministry in the historic town of Dover. 

The five parishes of the brand new Dover Town Team have been through a three and a half year 
period of learning to understand one another and work together in a limited way as an informal 
Group Ministry. Now there’s the opportunity to envision and encourage a deepening of the ways 
in which we can share our ministry, mission and spiritual life. 

Your role will have two dimensions.  

First, to work half-time alongside Josias, Sean and myself as a key leader in our team of lay and 
ordained ministers in developing and delivering our vision of encouraging inspiring worship; 
deepening faith; persistent prayer; mutual care, and reaching out with Jesus’ love to those in 
need.  

We’re open to the gifts, skills and experience you will uniquely bring and will want you to use 
them to take the lead in developing a specific area of ministry across all the churches of our Team 
Ministry. What that particular area of ministry will be is something we can explore together. 

We’ll need you to be a facilitative leader; enjoying working in teams; nurturing the ministries of 
others; training, equipping and supporting others in the roles to which God is calling them. 

And we’ll need to you to be fully committed to working with us in a collegiate way: fully engaged 
with us in prayer, planning and pastoral services; sharing in our common life; nurturing good 
personal and working relationships; being flexible with working in traditions other than your own. 

Second, you will have half-time pastoral responsibility for the parish of St Martin of Tours, Dover. 
St Martin’s is a conservative evangelical church with a strong Lay Ministry Team, a focus on Biblical 
preaching and a contemporary style of worship, so you’ll need to be comfortable with that 
tradition and, once again, able to work in a facilitative way, encouraging and overseeing the 
ministry of others. 

You’ll need to actively nurture the congregation at St Martin’s, drawing them together in 
fellowship; encouraging them in their discipleship; leading them in mission. They’re ready for that! 

But St Martin’s is very much a parish church, so you’ll also need to take the lead in helping the 
congregation engage with the life of their local community and take all the opportunities you can 
to build links with it and develop relationships within it. 

Sounds like you? If so and you want to talk it through before applying, please feel free to phone 
me on 07980 692813 or email me at johnwalker_uk@btinternet.com. 

I look forward to hearing from you! 

 

Revd Dr John Walker 

Team Rector 

mailto:johnwalker_uk@btinternet.com
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Context 
The Dover Town Team Ministry 

 

The Team Vicar will join a team of clergy and lay leaders working together within the newly 
formed Dover Town Benefice, which consists of Parishes of Buckland, Charlton, St Mary’s, St 
Martin Dover and St Martin Guston. The Benefice also works in partnership with an ecumenical 
fresh expression of church, Cross-Links Dover. 

Together, the parishes of the Benefice cover the geographical area of Dover town centre, the Port 
of Dover and the communities immediately surrounding the town centre. 
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Staffing 

The Team Vicar will join a team of stipendiary clergy consisting of: 

Team Rector  Revd Dr John Walker 

Mission Priest  Revd Josias de Souza 

Curate   Revd Sean Sheffield 

We work in partnership with a team of self-supporting and PTO clergy, Readers, Authorised Lay 
Ministers and other lay leaders. 

You can find out more about the team and access the websites of each parish here. 

Partners  in Mission 

Sean is a member of the Port of Dover Chaplaincy Team which comes under the oversight of the 
Kent Workplace Mission.  

Christians Together in Dover (CTID) is the ecumenical network for Dover and the surrounding area.  
All parishes of the Group are members with named representatives.  Josias is a member of the 
CTID Executive committee, which organises a number of well-supported events through the year.   

There are three significant outreach activities which come under the arm of CTID: 

• Dover Soup Kitchen – providing a hot meal to those in need 365 days of the year in a local 
car park. 

• Dover Foodbank – all churches are collection points; the distribution centres are located 
within the town area. 

• Dover Street Pastors – providing loving service in the town centre on a Saturday night.  The 
St Mary’s Parish Centre is used as a base for the Prayer Pastors while the Street Pastors are 
operational.  

The Dover Outreach Centre is a charitable trust initiated by but now separate from CTiD. Based at 
St Paul’s RC Church, it provides breakfast, washing and signposting facilities for Dover’s homeless 
population. The Centre also organises the Dover Winter Night Shelter in partnership with Dover 
churches, providing food and shelter during December, January and February. Three of our Team’s 
church buildings are used in this way. 

There are a number of churches of other denominations in the town area, these include: The Ark 
Dover and Living Well, Whitfield (Apostolic); The Beacon Church and Christian Centre 
(URC/Methodist); Dover Baptist Church; St Paul’s Catholic Church; The Gateway (Pentecostal) 
Fellowship and The Lighthouse Church Dover (independent).  

St Mary-in-Castro (Church of England) is the church situated in the grounds of Dover Castle and 
therefore within the town area.  It is an extra-parochial place under the ownership of English 
Heritage (having formerly been the Army Garrison Church). Its ministry is maintained by retired 
clergy and continues to have a special ministry to forces or ex-forces families. 

We also maintain good relationships with the ministers and parishes of our Deanery and 
participate both in the work of the Synod and in the Chapter breakfasts, evening meetings and 
annual retreat in Condette, France. All authorised ministers, ordained and lay, are members of our 
Chapter. 

  

https://www.stmarysdover.org.uk/Groups/307743/Dover_Town_Team.aspx
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Dover 

Dover offers challenges and opportunities that are rarely found together in the Church of England.  
It serves a population of 33,000 with combined average weekly church attendance of 240.  The 
Port of Dover has grown from a Roman Port to being Europe’s busiest passenger port, handling 
over 4.8m vehicles and 11.7m passengers last year.  

Dover is a crucible for the wide variety of attitudes throughout the UK about migrants, refugees 
and asylum seekers. And, of course, Brexit. 

 

Dover’s Banksy 

There’s the opportunity to explore the complexity of these issues, and help us do some contextual 
theology as we wonder how we should respond practically. 

With Government approval in 2012 the long awaited Western Docks development, which will 
handle cargo/freight ships, is well underway.  This will create 600 new logistics industry jobs for 
Dover and safeguard another 140 positions by developing a new cargo terminal.  

Another regeneration project has just been completed: the St James development is situated close 
to the town centre and offers free parking, a retail complex, food outlets and multiplex cinema.  

The major employers in Dover are the retailers, health, social services and education.  Youth 
unemployment is high and levels of literacy are low compared to other parts of Kent. 

Known the world over as ‘The Gateway to England’, Dover is a prime location with easy links from 
Europe by rail and sea. It boasts a high speed rail link from London and its excellent motorway 
connections (M2 & M20) offer speedy access from other parts of the UK. 

 

Dover Harbour 
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The Dover Town Team Vision 
First, we want to be spiritually fruitful; to follow Christ and be his disciples. Second, we want our 
churches to work together in their unique ways to show our love for our God, our neighbours and 
our community. That will involve inspiring worship; deepening faith; persistent prayer; mutual 
care, and reaching out with Jesus’ love to those in need. 

Inspiring worship 

The unity of breaking bread together in the Eucharist; the soaring beauty of choral music; the joy 
of contemporary worship songs; the awesomeness of catholic ritual and symbol; the creative 
quest for discovering God at Messy Church – all this is experienced somewhere in our Team of 
Churches week by week. Wherever you are in your journey with God, there is something for you. 

Deepening faith  

Vibrant, enlightening and inspiring sermons not only from our clergy team but also from our 
growing team of licensed lay preachers. 

Deepening Discipleship and Alpha Courses; Advent and Lent courses; Connect Groups, designed to 
help connect us to God, each other and our wider community.  

Messy and Mini-messy Churches; Youth Alpha, and other groups for young people and children 

Persistent prayer 

Morning and evening prayer throughout the Team every week;  times of a special call to prayer, 
such as in Holy Week or the Novena – that 9-day period between Pentecost and the Ascension. 
Much of our prayer is, of course, hidden. But we will explore this year how else we might learn the 
practice and discipline of prayer together. 

Mutual care 

We aim to give a warm welcome to visitors at all our services. We want to share what we have 
found beneficial with others. 

A lot of the care we give each other goes on behind the scenes, but our Pastoral Care Teams visit 
those who are unwell or housebound and lonely in a more formal way. 

Prayer for healing is offered at some of our services, but we’re hoping to develop this in other 
ways too. 

Social events happen at all of our churches. They strengthen our church communities and provide 
a way for others to join us.  

Reaching out in mission 

There are so many ways in which our churches reach out to show God’s love to people in our 
communities… 

…pastoral services of baptism, marriage and funeral; Ignite-D (Church, but not as you know it!); 
links with local schools; the Community Café; the Conversation Club; the Soup Kitchen; the Winter 
night Shelter; at the Outreach Centre; the Foodbank; the Street and Prayer Pastors. 
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St Martin of Tours, 
Dover: Vision and Need 

The post will be suitable for a man or woman 
who: 

• is friendly, hospitable and sociable 

• has a strong desire to grow our children and 
youth work 

• is comfortable interacting with all age 
groups from all walks of life 

• has a good understanding of a Christ centred theology of mission and its practical application 

• would be comfortable with modern forms of worship, including ‘Fresh Expressions’ initiatives. 

We are looking for someone who will: 

• see the exposition of Scripture as paramount 

• strengthen and develop the spirituality and discipleship of our faithful congregation; 
developing and building good relationships 

• empower and encourage an already established all member ministry; 

• promote Lay Ministry providing the development and support that is needed 

• be proactive in developing a welcoming church, training and enabling others to facilitate this; 
including pastoral care 

• will help to make our church a God based centre and challenge us to develop our community 
engagement 

• share in the distribution of communion to the housebound and the local residential home. 

A Bit About Us 

St Martin’s is a conservative evangelical church with a strong Lay 
Ministry Team with two Readers, three ALMs and one ALM is training to 
become a Reader. 

Our Sunday morning worship leans to a contemporary style with some 
traditional elements, but makes time for the Holy Spirit to move.  We 
are comfortable with congregational prayer and testimonies during 
worship.  We also encourage people to seek prayer or counsel if they 
have specific needs (this usually takes place at the end of the service 
whilst everyone is enjoying fellowship over a ‘cuppa’ and biscuits). 

Once a month an informal service called ‘Connect’ takes place in the 
church.  This is a lively service that has a mixed congregation of all ages 
from different churches and backgrounds. 

We have been blessed by having a number of talented people who offer 
their musical gifts to lead the worship in music and song at each 
worship service. 
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Where is St Martin’s Church Situated? 

St Martin’s is situated in the Elms Vale area, which is a neighbourhood on the western side of 
Dover.  The area within our parish stretches from the Dover Priory Railway Station, along 
Folkestone Road, taking in the neighbourhoods of Clarendon, Winchelsea, Maxton and Elms Vale. 

Most of the parish is formed of owner occupied housing, however the Clarendon neighbourhood 
and the lower part of the Folkestone Road would be classed as ‘Areas of Deprivation’, with a large 
number of single parent families.  These areas also have a diverse ethnic background due to 
immigrants who have entered the UK through the port. 

Mission & Outreach 

We are looking for ways of reaching out to our community more and would like to utilise the 
church building, during the week, to help facilitate this. 

The three local primary schools and the Pre-School, that meets in the church hall throughout the 
year, use the church building for their Harvest, Christmas and Leavers services. 

We have our own detached church hall opposite the church that is used by Pre-School and church-
based group called ‘CAMEO’ (Come And Meet Each Other). 

Currently we have one Cell Group meeting weekly and we hope to start other groups when 
numbers allow.  

Housing 

There is a spacious, well-positioned, family house available with off-road parking. Check out 
Google maps here.  

  

 

  

https://www.google.com/maps/place/339+Folkestone+Rd,+Dover/@51.1213366,1.2889797,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x47debb22eafe4b11:0xf6679c7fc7cc3264!8m2!3d51.1213366!4d1.2911684
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Team Vicar: Job Description and Person 
Specification 

Teacher – Enabler – Encourager 
Relational – Pastoral – Networking 

Roles and Responsibilities 

• To work with the Team Rector and other ministry colleagues in developing ministry and 
mission within the Dover Town Team. 

• To take the lead across the parishes of the Team for developing at least one aspect of ministry 
or mission, consistent with the Team Vision. 

• To have special pastoral responsibility for the parish of St Martin of Tours, Dover. 

• To create, lead, facilitate and support teams of lay people to deliver specific ministry or 
mission projects both throughout the Team and within St Martin’s Dover. 

• To participate fully in all aspects of the collegiate ministry of the Dover Town Team, the Dover 
Deanery and our Diocese. 

• To take full advantage of opportunities for personal and professional development. 

We are looking for someone who 

• is friendly, hospitable and sociable. 

• is able to demonstrate a commitment to a collegiate style of ministry. 

• will encourage and develop the ministry of lay people. 

• loves to read, study, teach and be inspired by the Bible. 

• has a good understanding of the theology of mission and is committed to its practice. 

• has a good understanding of and love for contemporary forms of worship, but an ability to 
work within a wide range of liturgical traditions. 

• is at ease with both the inclusive and also the more conservative theological perspectives 
embraced by the faith communities within the Town. 

• is adept at giving pastoral care both within and outside the faith community. 

• has a stable rhythm of personal spiritual practice. 
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Buckland-in-Dover: St Andrew with St Nicholas 
Buckland Valley 

We are a welcoming, inclusive church worshipping in the Catholic tradition of the Church of 
England.  We have two places of worship with parish church status: St Andrew, adjacent to the 
Buckland Mill development, and St Nicholas, situated on the Buckland estate. 

We work closely with Cross-Links, an ecumenical fresh expression of church focussing on 
community mission and outreach working mostly on the Buckland estate, and with whom we run 
a Messy Church service on Friday afternoons 

There are two distinct communities in the parish: St Radigund’s where the newly rebuilt Buckland 
hospital is situated, and the Buckland estate; both are areas of high deprivation. 

There are two Sure Start Children’s Centres situated in the parish.  The Buttercup and Daisy 
Children’s Centre is situated at the Triangle’s Community Centre in St Radigunds, this is the District 
hub for all Early Help and Preventative services (0-11s) and home to Sure Start staff.  Buckland and 
Whitfield Children’s Centre as previously mentioned is situated on the Buckland estate at St 
Nicholas church. 

Character 

• It’s a family 

• It loves Anglo-Catholic worship 

• It doesn’t give enough attention to the wider community 

• It has challenges that feel difficult 

• But it also has hope. It can be forward thinking 

Charlton in Dover: St Peter and St Paul 
Charlton Church worships God in a tradition that is Anglo-Catholic. We hold dear to our hearts a 
style of worship each Sunday that should give due praise and adoration to God.  

Our main Sunday Sung Eucharist includes the use of incense and bells and has a small choir who 
help lead the music. Our monthly afternoon service is lively and contemporary, drawing people 
from a variety of churches. 

We are blessed in having our own Church hall next to the Church. The hall is used on a regular 
basis by  a large number of diverse local groups, and is also hired for private parties. We have a 
small crypt, recently refurbished, used by church group and outreach initiatives.  

We are blessed to have 9 schools in the Parish area with eight of them coming to the Church at 
least once a year for their Carol services. Our own Church school at Charlton has established a 
close link with the Church. 

Character 

• It loves to worship and pray, especially in the Anglo-Catholic tradition 

• It’s a family 

• It’s a community 

• It knows it must reach out to grow 
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Dover: St Mary-the-Virgin 
The Church of St Mary-the-Virgin is situated in the town centre close to the Market Square. This is 
predominantly an urban-commercial area and is close to the Port of Dover and the seafront.  
There is a purpose built Parish Centre which is adjacent to the Church used by many community 
groups and for many church events and outreach initiatives like the Community Café and the 
Winter Night Shelter. 

St Mary’s Church is regarded as the Civic Church; the Team Rector is Chaplain to the Town Mayor.  
St Mary’s has an excellent Choir and we would describe our worship as traditional and central. 

We maintain a close connection with St Mary’s CE Primary School. 

Aycliffe Church Centre situated in the Aycliffe estate is both a hall used by local community groups 
and families and significant place of worship, ministry and mission. Worship is liturgical, but with a 
relaxed and joyful ambience. 

Character 

• It’s a family 

• It has a positive spiritual ambience 

• It’s liturgical, traditional and musical 

• It’s ambivalent towards our young people 

• It’s connected to the wider community 

• It knows it needs to develop and grow 

 Guston: St Martin of Tours 
We are a welcoming village church serving a village community. The church building is Grade II* 
listed built at the end of the 11th Century.  Guston PCC has passed a resolution under the House of 
Bishops’ Declaration. 

We currently enjoy a variety of different services that are not held in all the churches in the area. 
Evensong and Compline are particularly popular.  Generally we use the Book of Common Prayer. 

The Sunday School group is attended by a core group of around six young people and two older 
helpers, but this fluctuates from time to time. 

There are two distinct communities in the parish: the village of Guston and a large community at 
Burgoyne Heights, where we maintain a close connection with Guston CE Primary School. 

The Chance Inn serves as a hub for most activities including the church PCC meetings. The landlord 
hosts regular events for the church community as there is no church hall. This includes the Harvest 
Supper, the Patronal Day celebrations and regular fund raising events.  

Character 

• It’s small and intimate 

• It’s traditional 

• It’s connected to the wider community 

• It knows it needs others to maintain its life 
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Appendix A – From the Archdeacon 
Much has changed in the Church of England’s pastoral provision for the town of Dover in the past 
few years. In 2012 a review was undertaken in the light of tight funding and a number of changes 
in personnel that were due. The result was that the diocese decided to support ministry with a 
Mission Grant, a Team Ministry was created for the town itself and two further parishes, St 
Martin’s and Guston would join the Town Team Ministry in a Group Ministry. 

The Team Rector was appointed in March 2015 and the grant was used for the appointment of a 
Mission Priest in March 2016. Since the creation of the new pastoral provision, there has been 
much exciting development in our ministry to Dover, with open, collaborative leadership allowing 
God’s gifts among many people to flourish. This has led to the two parishes in the Group Ministry 
joining an enlarged Dover Town Team Ministry which came into being in December 2018. 

Now is the time to continue to develop this collegial, progressive vision with the appointment of a 
Team Vicar who will take particular responsibility for St Martin’s, Dover and use his or her gifts to 
take on a brief for the whole Team. This is a post which will offer the right person challenge and 
support, the opportunity to engage with a wide variety of people and circumstances and to 
discover and share the full range of their God-given talent. 

Archdeacon Darren Miller January 2019 
 

 

Appendix B – The Diocese of Canterbury  
Founded in 597 by St Augustine, Canterbury Diocese is the oldest 
diocese in England and has a special place in the life of the 
national and worldwide Church. With its iconic Cathedral it forms 
a focal point for the life of the whole Anglican Communion, 
offering a spiritual home and place of pilgrimage for people from every nation and walk of life. 

The County of Kent is renowned as the ‘Garden of England’ and this rural heart is core to our 
identity - yet the communities we serve are very diverse. Situated in East Kent, our Diocese 
stretches from Maidstone to Thanet, from the Isle of Sheppey to the Romney Marsh. We have 350 
miles of coastline with historic ports and seaside resorts, alongside rural communities, market 
towns and commuter-belt urban developments. Affluent areas often sit alongside pockets of 
major deprivation, offering an exciting and challenging mission context.  

At the heart of all we do is a vision of transformation for ourselves and our communities: no one 
can encounter God and remain unchanged. In the Diocese of Canterbury, we want to increasingly 
become a Christian community transformed through encounter with Christ, growing and 
overflowing to transform and bless the families, homes and communities we serve in East Kent: 
Changed Lives, Changing Lives.  

Anna Drew, Director of Communications, January 2019 

https://www.canterburydiocese.org/

