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                                           Introduction 

Thank you for taking the time to read our parish profile. We serve a large parish of 

over 14,000 people which continues to grow! We are very proud of the many links 

we have built up with the community and are praying for an incumbent who will have 

the vision and the energy to encourage us in our outreach and guide us as we seek 

to continue to grow as a church both spiritually and numerically. Please read on and 

find out more about us and our prayers for the future.  

For more information please visit our website www.allsaintswithchristchurch.org .and 

facebook pages   https://www.facebook.com/allsaintswithchristchurch 

 

 

 

We are praying for a new Rector who …. 

• Is prayerful with a strong personal relationship with God and who can inspire 

others to grow spiritually  

• Is committed to encouraging people of all ages to be part of  the church family 

and will  bring fresh insights 

• Is comfortable with a broad range of worship styles 

 Recognises our commitment to the pastoral care of  the whole community and 

is willing to nurture and encourage this 

 Is a good communicator and listener who is committed to working 

collaboratively  

 Is a visionary leader who will help the church to evolve and grow in our 

particular context 

We can offer …….. 

• A church that is at the heart of its community  

• an active ministry team and congregation willing to support the new Rector 

 in all aspects of church and community life 

• respect for the Rector’s boundaries and need for personal space  

• a fantastic catering team! 

 

 

 

 YOU ARE NOT ALONE! 

http://www.allsaintswithchristchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/allsaintswithchristchurch
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 Our Mission Statement to the Community of Snodland 
 

 

 We are members of this community of Snodland who worship Jesus Christ as 

Lord. 

 

 We believe that we are here to serve the community, so that our faith is seen in 

the way we live out our lives, as well as by what we say. 

 

 We welcome those who have a faith and the certainty that this brings. 

 

 We welcome those who are not sure of what they believe, but are seeking to find 

out more about God and Jesus. 

 

 We are a church who welcomes those who wish to join us as we travel through 

this world, recognising that as we travel, we shall all be at different points in our 

spiritual lives, as we seek to explore God together. 

 
 

‘Living and sharing our faith in God in the Community’ 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiQ3sv07Z_eAhUlM8AKHbdvCEQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://allsaintswithchristchurch.org/&psig=AOvVaw2aj4KtxJqdaaQkPeunuRr_&ust=1540497269723340
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The Parish Context 

Snodland lies on the west bank of the River Medway, tucked under the North Downs 

and close to the Pilgrims Way. There has been a settlement here since very early 

times. It is mentioned in the Domesday ( or Doomsday) Book of 1086 as ‘Esnoiland’, 

having ‘a church ( All Saints)  and five slaves, and three mills of forty shillings, and 

thirty acres of meadow, wood for the pannage of four hogs.’ In the Middle Ages All 

Saints was extended due to the pilgrims passing through on their way from 

Winchester to pray at the shrine of Thomas à Becket in Canterbury. Snodland is the 

earliest point at which a crossing could be made on foot at low tide, as well as by 

ferry. 

 

 

 

Snodland was primarily a farming community until the early 18th century when 

papermaking became a prime employer, followed by the extraction of limestone for 

cement in the mid-18th century. Although some people still work locally, most now 

commute to the nearby Medway towns, Maidstone and, with the advent of the Hi -

Speed link and a good road network, to London and beyond. 

 

The population of  Snodland remained fairly constant at around  3000  from the end 

of WW1 to  the 1960’s when  Rookery Farm estate was built, attracting many new 

residents from South London. The population has continued to grow, with substantial 

building in the Saltings Road area and at Holborough, and currently stands at around 
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14,500. In 1988 the village was re-designated as a ‘rural industrial town’. There is a 

high proportion of trust housing and low cost private ownership (mainly rated B to F) 

with few higher rateable band homes.  

 

Snodland lies on the A228, which acts as a link road between the A2/M2 and M20, 

giving good access to London and the coast, as well as to Gatwick and Heathrow via 

the M25. It has good rail links between Strood and Tonbridge with a regular half 

hourly service. In addition the Hi-Speed train currently stops at Snodland several 

times each morning and evening. 

 

 

The nearby North Downs and lakes offer opportunities for walking, sailing and fishing 

as well as other provision for leisure activities, e.g. a nearby sports centre and golf 

course, while the coast is only a short drive away for sea sports. 

 

 

 

View from Holly Hill overlooking Snodland 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjC8uu896veAhXsAsAKHQPpB7QQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://mapio.net/s/37900415/&psig=AOvVaw1TZ2yIKqdQZ0kvn2HFtbml&ust=1540912147755357


6 
 

Our Worshipping Community 

Current Patterns of Worship 

8:00am at All Saints  

1662 Holy Communion - every Sunday  

  (approx. attendance 15-20) 

 

10:00 at Christ Church  

CW Family Service (often with Baptism) - 1st Sunday of the month           

                   CW Holy Communion - 2nd and 5th Sunday of the month  

           CW Morning Prayer - 3rd Sunday of the month  

                     CW Family Communion - 4th Sunday of the month 

  (approx. attendance 60-80)* 

Refreshments are offered after this service for people to meet, chat and build 

relationships.  

 

5:00pm at All Saints  

  CW Reflective Evening Service - 1st Sunday of the month           

  1662 Evening Prayer - 2nd Sunday of the month                

  CW Holy Communion - 3rd Sunday of the month  

           CW Evening Prayer - 4th Sunday of the month 

   Various e.g. Taize/Celtic Service - 5th Sunday of the month  

(approx. attendance 10-15) 

   
*rising to 100 to 120 if there is a baptism or even more if there is a special service (a 

recent Education Sunday service saw 170 people come to our main 10am service). 

 

Weekday worship 

The clergy and anyone else who would like to join them say Morning Prayer together 

on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 8.30am, and Evening Prayer on Wednesday 

afternoons. We also have an extended Evening Prayer on the third Wednesday 

afternoon of each month, when we gather together to pray for the needs of our 

community and the world. 
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Occasional offices 

Last year we conducted  

5 weddings 

2 dedications of civil marriages 

22 baptisms (includes thanksgivings for birth if baptism is not in main service) 

53 funerals were conducted by the ministry team, 9 in one of our churches and the 

remainder at one of the two local crematoria, with 4 burials at Christ Church 

 

We offer support to all local bereaved families after funerals and invite them to the 

annual remembrance service. 

NB .We recognise that this is a high number (above national average) of funerals but 

this reflects community engagement with the church. There are 4 people (3 clergy, 1 

reader) licensed to conduct funeral services and therefore available to help with 

these. 

 

Special Services 

 

 

 

Blessing the animals 
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Throughout the year we offer a variety of services beyond the usual pattern 

described previously. These services include those listed below, many of which 

engage with the wider community. 

Churches Together services – see page 26 

Each April we have our popular Animal Welfare Service, which is well attended and 

much loved by both the two-legged and the four-legged congregation. 

On All Saints Sunday we hold an annual Service of Light with a bonfire, soup and hot 

dogs.   

Other special services and occasions marked include Christingle, our Nativity and 

Crib Services, Mothering Sunday, Remembrance for bereaved families and 

Thanksgiving to name a few. 

 

 

 

Agape during Holy Week 
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Music in worship 

We embrace a wide range of worship from traditional BCP Communions to Common 

Worship family services. We are fortunate to have two dedicated and experienced 

organists, as well as a small choir at All Saints who are also available for weddings. 

Where appropriate, such as at family services, we also use power point 

presentations. The music group also contributes to services with guitar, keyboard 

and flute backing for the singing of choruses and modern worship songs. 

 

Children and Young Families 

Explorers 

Explorers, for children between the ages of 3 and 10 (and younger if an adult stays 

with them), meets in the church hall on the 2nd , 3rd and 4th Sundays .We encourage 

the children to feel part of the main church family and so join everyone in church on 

the 1st Sunday and for the Peace at communion services. Our sessions in the hall 

include prayer and a Bible reading, a chat and games. We sometimes do craft for the 

children to take home or display in the church. We finish at 11am with cake and a 

blessing! 

The aim of the group is to enable the children to have fun together, to discover more 

about God and His love for them and to feel fully part of the Christian family here in 

Snodland.  

Pathfinders 

The Pathfinder Group is a church-based group for 10 to 16 year olds with regular 

meetings taking place during term time on the second and third Sundays of the 

month. The programme includes games, ‘think-sessions’ and other activities. On the 

fourth Sunday each month there is a Pathfinder Breakfast Club from 8.30am, after 

which the young people join the congregation for the 10.00am Family Communion. 

They often contribute to the service by acting as sidespeople, reading the lesson and 

leading prayers .There is also a Pathfinder Film & Pizza Club on the first Saturday of 



10 
 

the month between 5pm and 8pm. The aim of the group, as with Explorers, is to 

have fun and to grow in the Christian faith and way of life. 

‘J.a.M.’ and ‘Family J.a.M’ 

J.a.M stands for ‘Jesus and Me’. Once a month, on the 3rd Tuesday, families who 

come to Coffee Break gather in Christ Church for a short, child-friendly and 

interactive act of worship. There are songs, stories and games and a blessing. It is a 

fun and safe way for little ones to learn about Jesus and faith. 

‘Family J.a.M’ is held approximately once a quarter, either in Christ Church or at 

Holborough Village Hall. It is based on the principles of ‘Messy Church’ and 

incorporates a short service linked with craft work and activities, followed by 

refreshments. 

 

 

‘J.a.M’ in Christ Church 

 

Children in Communion 

As a congregation and a PCC we have explored admitting children to Communion 

before Confirmation. We are aware of the process and views are positive but it was 

felt this should be taken forward by the new incumbent if they chose to do so.  
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Organisation of ministry within the church 

Ministry team  

3 Readers – one licensed to Deanery 

2 Pastoral Assistants 

SSM Associate Rector  

2 Permission to Officiate clergy   

 

Outreach and Community Engagement 

The Church is highly visible in the community and we work hard to ensure that all 

members of our community know that they can turn to us at any time.  

Some of our activities and work include: 

 

Dementia Café 

The group meets in the hall on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month throughout 

the year We normally start with coffee, chat to one another, and then  enjoy  a 

variety of activities  designed to  stimulate memory  such as singing, painting, 

games, quizzes etc., followed by  a light lunch.   

 

Open Door  

‘Open Door’ takes place in Christ Church Hall, on the first and third Monday of every 

month. Its aim is to provide a space where people can come for a chat over free 

refreshments and where necessary be directed to where they might find the help 

they may be looking for (Food Bank, local clubs, local services etc.) The ethos of the 

group is around friendship and supporting people of all ages and circumstances in 

poverty which may be financial, emotional and/or loneliness. 
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Toddler groups  

Christ Church: - Coffee Break is our toddler group, which has been running for 

over forty years. It meets each Tuesday morning during term time in Christ Church 

Community Hall. There are lots of activities for the little ones and a chance for the 

grownups to relax and chat.  

 

Coffee Break in Christ Church Community Hall 

Holborough: Holborough Coffee Break toddler group is held in the Village Hall on 

the recently developed Holborough estate every Wednesday morning during term 

time. Its aim is to enable isolated young mums and au pairs to socialize, build 

friendships and have contact with the church. 
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Holborough Village Hall 

S.T.O.P 

‘S.T.O.P’ is an open youth club for 10 to 15 year olds run by members of the church 

which meets on alternate Friday evenings in Christ Church Community Hall, offering 

a safe space for teenagers to meet friends, enjoy activities and have a listening ear if 

wanted. 

 

Wider Community 

The church is strongly represented in the many clubs and organisations in the town 

including the Scout group, Brownies and Rainbows, Twinning Association, Snodland 

Town Active Retirement Association (STARA), Historical Society, Patients 

Participation Group, Community Association and W.I 

 

 

Carol Singing at ‘Christmas in Snodland’ 

 

Representatives from the church attend the main annual events in the life of 

Snodland such as the switching on of the town’s Christmas lights, the Carnival 

weekend in July, the Twinning Association events and the Remembrance Day 

parade.  Concerts are also held in both churches during the course of the year. 
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Concert at All Saints - Spring 2018 

 

Hospice 

The Associate Rector takes a monthly service at the Heart of Kent Hospice and is 

the link person for the Anna Chaplaincy based there.  

 

Bible/discussion groups 

We provide study groups for the congregation each Advent and Lent. We also have 

a monthly discussion group at which we think about how to live out our faith in the 

context of contemporary social issues. Topics covered include Christian responses 

to poverty, Christians and social media, faith and the modern family and perceptions 

of heaven and hell.  

 

Schools  

                                                    

 

We have close connections with our local schools, which include three primary 

schools, one of which is a church school, and the local secondary school. The 

Rector and other members of the congregation sit on the governing body of the 

Church school and the Rector leads worship there at least once a week, also 
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supporting learning in the classroom with ‘interviews’, and re-enactments such as 

mock weddings and baptisms. All of the schools visit the church for occasional 

events and services such as at harvest and Christmas. There is also a leavers’ 

service for our church school year 6 children each summer.   

Education Sunday is celebrated with Snodland Church of England and St 

Katherine’s schools in Christ Church which the schools organise and contribute to. 

We hope that Valley Invicta will also participate next year. 

 

Education Sunday Service 2018 

 Pupils also visit the churches to familiarize themselves with the building, symbols 

and discover aspects of faith at various points in the curriculum.  

We have recently introduced the ‘Journey of Life’ project based around the idea of 

pilgrimage and moving on. As part of our commitment to opening up All Saints 

Church to the wider community we invite year 6 children from local schools to join us 

for a morning or afternoon of reflection and a chance to think about their transition to 

secondary school in the context of Christian pilgrimage utilising the Prayer Walk. 

 

Year 6 ‘Journey of Life ‘transition session 
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Fabric and Finance 

The parish has two churches:-  All Saints, Snodland, close to the River Medway, and 

Christ Church, Lower Birling, towards the southern Ham Hill area of the parish. The 

parishes were amalgamated in 1968, but the congregation move freely between the 

two churches, enjoying a wide range of traditions in worship across the course of a 

month. There is a joint PCC, with ideally 4 wardens, although currently we only have 

2 with 2 deputies to support them. 

 

 

 

All Saints 

All Saints dates largely from the 15th Century although there has been a church on 

this site for much longer.  It is in the patronage of the Bishop of Rochester.     

It has been a staging post on the Pilgrims Way between Winchester and Canterbury 

since the 12th Century, with pilgrims resting and praying here before crossing the 

All Saints 

Christ Church and Hall 

Curate’s House 

The Rectory 

Land for Hall 

Invicta Valley 

Primary School 

 Snodland 

CEP School 

St Katherine’s Primary 

School 

The Holmesdale School 

Paddlesworth 
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river either on foot at low tide or by ferry. We continue to offer hospitality to pilgrims 

who contact us via the website   (https://www.pilgrimswaycanterbury.org/). 

 

 

 

In 2014 we installed a Prayer Walk and benches to give space for contemplation and 

quiet prayer. The Prayer  Walk is made up of 8 ‘headstones’ each with a Christian 

symbol carved on it, e.g. dove, lamp,  around the perimeter of the graveyard, with a 

box  containing  information and sample prayers for each symbol. 

The chancel arch and tower have recently had a considerable amount of restoration 

and repair work carried out, with the support of a Heritage Lottery Fund and other 

grants. Work remains to be carried out on the drains and window surrounds and 

raising funds for this is in progress. It is also supported by an active Friends group.  

 

 

Celebrating the re-opening of All Saints February 2018 

https://www.pilgrimswaycanterbury.org/
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Christ Church 

Christ Church was begun in 1892 with monies raised by public subscription and is a 

typical example of a Victorian purpose built church. It is in the patronage of CPAS. 

Christ Church is generally in good condition with some stonework needing repair this 

year.  The pews were removed in 2011 to facilitate the installation of central heating 

and the building now presents a flexible space for special services and events. A 

dais was installed in early 2018 to ensure inclusivity in communion services. 

 

Before the dais   - Holy Week reflection 

 

 

The dais and new table ready for a Communion Service 
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Dais with rails removed 

Paddlesworth 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

              

 

 

The small church at Paddlesworth is within the Parish boundary but maintained by 

the Church Conservation Trust. We are allowed to hold up to five services a year 

here; currently used at Easter, Harvest and Christmas, which are well attended. The 

remaining two are available for baptisms or wedding blessings. The church has no 

utilities, so services are held by candle light and music is produced on a manual 

pedal organ. 
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The Rectory 

 

 

 

Originally built in 1916 this spacious, detached family property has six bedrooms, 

two reception rooms, a study, a kitchen plus utility space, and a breakfast room. 

There is a bathroom and three separate toilets. The Rectory, set in a large garden 

with a garage, is located two minutes’ walk from Christ Church. 

 

 

Christ Church Community Hall (Victoria Rooms) 

The hall is located next to Christ Church. It was built as a temporary building for 

Queen Victoria’s Jubilee in 1887 and is showing signs of its age. We are currently 

working on replacing it with a new hall as it is well used, both for church activities 

and by the community.  
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We have recently discovered that a piece of land was donated in 1958 for the 

purpose of erecting a hall for All Saints, but forgotten about when the parishes 

merged. It is currently leased to Berkeley Homes for the next two, possibly three 

years, for use as a car park. Once they have completed their building work the 

intention is to sell the plot to raise funds towards the replacement of the hall at Christ 

Church, preferably adjacent to and linked to the church. 

 

 

Recently redecorated hall with new curtains 
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Finance 

For the last few years our general funds have shown a surplus, however with the 

upkeep of three buildings plus expenses for the vicarage and curate’s house, we 

have not been able to contribute to the Diocese the full amount suggested by them, 

although we plan to next year. We have money in our repair funds for both churches 

and sufficient funds in reserve to cover six months should there be no income. 

The majority of our income is from giving and the Gift Aid reclaimed when able.  The 

rest of the income is mainly from funeral and wedding fees. 

We have planned giving schemes that most of our congregation use either weekly or 

monthly and a stewardship  campaign is carried out bi-annually (The Responsibility 

Is Ours - TRIO)  We are aware that due to an ageing congregation, we are likely to 

see our income decreasing in the next few years unless new members join us. 

Our giving to mission varies from year to year.  We always budget for some but the 

majority is given by the congregation with appeals and regular contributions to the 

Children’s Society.  The accounts for 2017 are available on request.  

 

The Wider Church 

                                                                                                         
‘Called Together’ – the vision for the Diocese of Rochester 

Launched in November 2017, ‘Called Together’ is the strategic vision for the Diocese 

of Rochester. The vision and core themes were discerned following extensive 

engagement across the Diocese, seeking to hear what God is calling us to in this 

place and time. The three themes – Growing Disciples, Enriching our Communities, 

and Resourcing our Mission and Ministry – seek to give focus and direction to our 

priorities over the next five years. Every parish in the Diocese is invited to support 

the shared vision in a way which fits their local context, working towards the same 

goals.  

‘Called Together’ marks the beginning of an exciting journey for the Diocese of 

Rochester. As Bishop James said, “This is a significant moment for us as a Christian 

Rochester Diocese ‘Called Together’ 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwifp9rDqqHeAhVOWBoKHZQzA9EQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://stpaulwithallsaints.org.uk/called-together-launch-sat-4th-nov-2017/&psig=AOvVaw3s-KcjgUElpokEioirr_7p&ust=1540547959132859
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community. It has implications not just for how we move forward and connect as a 

Church family, but how we engage and support people across our communities.” 

More information can be found on the Diocesan website at 

http://www.rochester.anglican.org/called-together  

 

 Malling Deanery  

Snodland is now part of Malling Deanery having transferred from Cobham Deanery    

some years ago. We have an active, lively and forward looking chapter, together with 

some 14 active retired clergy who assist us in leading worship. The chapter meets 

together monthly and for an annual 3 day retreat. We offer each other support and 

the only real issue we face is finding a living room large enough for us all to meet in! 

It is very much hoped that the person appointed would be committed to attending 

chapter and synod meetings. 

 

 

http://www.rochester.anglican.org/called-together
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Deanery Strategy Suggested informal Cluster - Snodland, Burham and 

Wouldham , Peter’s Village, Aylesford and Eccles.  

 

The Deanery Strategy Team is currently exploring ways of making the parishes in 

the deanery more cohesive in terms of the areas they cover and their populations as 

several are divided by major transport routes. There is also considerable expansion 

of housing planned across the area which will impact on parishes. 

 

During 2017 a ‘Malling Deanery Mission & Ministry Plan 2050’ has been under 

consultation. As part of the plan it is proposed that a cluster arrangement be made to 

link Snodland with Peter’s Village, Burham and Wouldham, Aylesford and Eccles (on 

the other side of the river). It is also suggested that this starts to take effect upon 

change of incumbent(s) – subject to Church  Commissioners’ funding being made 

available for a Pioneer Minister (to cover Peter’s Village, Burham & Wouldham) and 

Burham Church refurbishment. 

 

Matthew Buchan, Area Dean, writes: 

Malling Deanery has a good variety of parishes, rural and some more urban, and a 

good mix of styles of worship. We have recently completed a deanery audit and have 

worked together to form a Deanery Mission and Ministry Plan (DMMP) to engage 

with the implications for mission of the likely increases in population within the 

deanery over the next  25 years. Some estimates put this as a 70% increase in 

population over the next few decades, owing to the building of many new houses. 

 

The DMMP envisages Snodland continuing as a single parish, single minister set-up. 

This is partly due to the social needs of the parish, partly due to its population size 

and is also a strong signal of the commitment of the church to ministry in the area, as 

the Church of England is now the only denomination with church buildings within the 

parish.  

 

The Deanery is committed to working together as much as we can and are 

envisaging informal clustering of benefices to better enable such things 

as administration and common mission. The new Incumbent would be expected to 
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commit to collaborative ministry within a Cluster.  It must be stressed here that 

clustering is not a legal agreement and does not infringe the self-governance of the 

parishes in any way. The intention of clustering is to release the gifts and resources 

of the church within a certain area to better serve our common mission – we are 

stronger together. As a result the clusters will vary considerably – there is no “one 

size fits all” approach.  

 

The nearby parishes of West Malling, Offham, Mereworth, West Peckham and Kings 

Hill have operated as a ‘cluster’ since 2011. The five parishes have been able to 

collaborate on areas of mutual interest and share resources to the benefit of all. 

Amongst other things, Baptism and Marriage preparation, house groups, a paid 

Cluster Administrator (6 hours a week) mutual support and working among clergy 

and lay ministers, and some of the principal services like Ash Wednesday and 

Epiphany have all been shared to mutual advantage. 

 

The Mission and Ministry Plan is available should you wish to read about likely 

changes to staffing and the make-up of benefices within the deanery over the 

coming years. 

 

Ecumenical links 

Snodland used to have several denominations represented within the town; a joint 

United Reformed and Methodist Church, a Salvation Army Citadel and the Roman 

Catholic Church. Sadly over past years these no longer have premises in Snodland 

although we continue to foster close links with the local Roman Catholic community 

through Father Peter Soper, based at More Park in West Malling . 

 We share in three ecumenical services each year; during the United Week of 

Prayer, an open air service on the Sunday following the carnival and in November on 

Remembrance Sunday. 
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More pictures of our churches and Snodland 

 

      

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Remembrance Sunday 

2017Remembrance Sunday  

Afternoon Tea  

Open Door 
 Summer Garden Party 

Carol Singing for The Children’s Society 
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Market Cross at All Saints  

All Saints -interior looking  east 

All Saints  - main entrance and Tower 

14th C  Crucifixion 

Becket  pilgrimage window 

All Saints churchyard     

with prayer stone 
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Christ Church graveyard 

Christ Church  - interior looking east 

Christ Church  - west  end 

Christ Church - interior looking  west 

Christ Church - south window 

Christ  Church - There but not there 
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Clock Tower  

Snodland  Market  

Smurfit paper mill 

Snodland Station 

Mulberry Cottage 

The Holmesdale School 
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