


 

The Howden Team Ministry is a group of six churches in the East Riding of Yorkshire.  

Our communities nestle comfortably between the Yorkshire Wolds to the north and two rivers to 

the south (the Humber and the Ouse), centred on the minster town of Howden. 

 The area is mostly rural and agricultural but with modern industries near the motorway      

junctions and with furniture factories and the Press Association in Howden itself.  

We are half way between York and 2017’s City of Culture, Hull. Close to the Ouse bridge on the 

M62, road and rail communications are excellent. 

Our church community reflects both a traditional wisdom and a sense of openness to growth. 
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We are caring, inclusive, mutually supportive church communities.  

“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ”, as Paul 

says in his letter to the Galatians, chapter 6, verse 2. 

Each church has a distinct identity, yet shares a common desire to worship God and 

build up the Kingdom. 

 

Occasional offices 

These are a significant part of the work of 

the  clergy and will be divided between 

the Rector and team vicar and include 

preparatory visits, rehearsals and       

preparation courses. 

Across the team in 2017 there were: 

22 weddings, 38 baptisms, 

 50 –60 funerals 

All these provide an opportunity to       

engage with those on the fringes of the 

church and to be present and supportive 

at key points in people’s lives. 

A new Team vicar joins an established ministry team comprising- 

 The Team Rector 

 Reader 

 Churchwardens 

  R.P.A s 

 Active Retired Reader 

 Team Council 

 Worship Group 

Howden Churchwarden 
Hazel Cox  

Retired but active 
reader Tony 
Parker 

Wessle church wardens Sarah Falkingham  
(L) and Denise Higgins 

Confirmation with Bishop Alison 



“Moving to Howden in summer 2016 and joining 

the team as a Reader, with about 15 years’        

experience of  licensed ministry in the Oxford    

diocese, I have felt warmly welcomed in all the  

local churches.  

It’s been easy to feel included and get involved in 

helping with all sorts of projects including Cream 

teas, Children’s activities and they even got me 

knitting and baking. Now I am looking forward to 

a series of services led by a new Worship Group, 

and I also enjoy the traditional services.” 

                                                  “ Hello from the Team Rector—James Little 

I have been Team Rector of the Howden Team Ministry since 2006.  I trained 

ecumenically at Queen’s, Birmingham and have always enjoyed working with 

colleagues from different traditions and even different denominations. After 

ordination in 1987,  I served in Nottinghamshire until coming to Howden. I am 

an active member of the  Society of Catholic Priests, chaplain to the Company 

of Servers, teach on the readers course and was Rural Dean 2010-2015. 

My vision for the team is for a Grace-filled therapeutic community, in which all 

may find acceptance,  value, growth and healing. At its best, the Church can be 

a kind of Therapeutic Community. Therapeutic Communities are places where 

the members build one another up and assist in mutual flourishing.  Jesus, the 

wounded healer, is in the midst of such Christian communities as our model and our guide.  St Paul 

repeats this message again and again. The healing that takes place in a church based Therapeutic 

Community is primarily about spiritual and emotional healing. Reconciliation (healing of community 

or relationships) is another important part of Christian mission. Physical healing is there too. All 

these aspects often intermesh. So often, true healing is about the whole person and every aspect of 

their lives. [See, ‘A Vision for the Howden Team,’ on the Church Near You Howden Minster webpage]. 

While the minster itself has been staffed by clergy from the Catholic wing for decades, the other 

churches are much more middle-of-the-road, and it would not necessarily be a requirement for the 

new Team Vicar to belong to that tradition. We would welcome applications irrespective of gender or 

ethnicity. Both men and women have served as Team Vicars and their ministry appreciated.  We 

greatly value the ministry of Bishop Alison as our Bishop (Hull) and that of our Archbishop.” 

 

A word from Howden Ministry Team’s latest addition, 

Elizabeth Harland our reader 



 

Collaborative Ministry with some Autonomy 

As incumbent for the team of 6 parishes, the Revd James Little (Team Rector) would 
delegate pastoral responsibility to the newly appointed Team Vicar in the parishes of 
Blacktoft, Eastrington, Laxton, and Newport with Gilberdyke. This arrangement provides 
the new vicar with the opportunity for autonomy and freedom to develop the church 
and community life in these villages using their individual skills and gifts responding to 
needs as required, enabling the parishes to benefit from having clear leadership.  The 
Team Vicar would not however be carrying this responsibility alone, as in addition to 
support offered by the Rector, there are dedicated lay volunteers available to help, 
some of whom during the past year or two have formed into the Worship Group and the 
LYCIG team. In addition to regular Sunday Services, there are special events for the 
whole team working collaboratively including Team services on the 5th Sundays, an   
annual Bereavement Service and some ecumenical events. 

For the past ten years, the Team Rector has taken one regular Sunday service a month 
in each of the six churches, and the Team Vicar has taken one a month at Wressle and 
Howden Minster. The clergy would meet for prayer followed by a staff meeting one 
morning a week, and would share out the considerable number of baptisms, weddings 
and funerals as equitably as practicable.  

We would like the new Team Vicar to coordinate our work with schools and young   
people. There is an outstanding Church of England Infant School at Howden, now  
working in collaboration with the junior school next door. There are through primaries 
at Barmby-on-the-Marsh, Eastrington, Gilberdyke and Newport, and a Senior School at 
Howden. We work with the pre-school that meets in Howden Church Hall. We have  
contact with schools across a wider area through our involvement with REAction.  

 

The Worship Group 

The worship group of about 10 individuals began to meet in the autumn of 2017 to 
pray, learn, and encourage one another in leading worship as a team. We have         
organised and led team services during 2018 on the second Sunday of each month,    
including all 6 churches in rotation. Volunteers from each church are invited to attend 
meetings monthly, and to help plan and lead services together. We have enjoyed using 
new and different forms of worship, including a pancake service, floral celebration, and 
songs of praise. We would like to continue to grow as a team, learning and discovering 
how to help more people to recognise the presence of Christ in their lives. We would 
welcome guidance in developing more fresh expressions of worship and inviting visitors. 

The LYCIG (Leading Your Church into Growth) Team 

A small group first attended a Diocesan LyCiG conference in 2016, followed by another 
small group attending a similar conference in February 2018. We have also had team 
meetings to learn and discuss together, and occasional larger gatherings for people to 
join in from all 6 parishes; feedback and ideas from these meetings have been recorded 
to help shape our discussions and plans.  

We are currently meeting with the Archbishop’s chaplain, the Venerable John Day who 
is our “LyCiG Companion” to guide us in helping our church to grow.  

Whilst the LyCiG team is concerned for growth in all 6 parishes, we are hoping the new 
Team Vicar will lead our team into projects for growth especially in Newport and       
Gilberdyke. 



 

Holy Trinity church is situated in the small village of Blacktoft about 8 miles 

from the Minster. From its central position it serves two adjacent villages, 

Faxfleet and Yokefleet.  

All three villages have a rural heritage now interwoven with the modern 

workplace commuter. Facilities are limited for the 120 or so families, with 

just the church and a village pub on offer, though this has led to a           

tremendous community spirit with regular contact between the villages.  

Residents are welcoming, open and friendly and support the events put on 

by Holy Trinity. The average congregation is a dozen worshippers, swelling 

to the hundred mark at the key services of Harvest, Christmas and         

Mothering Sunday; demonstrating strong support for the church as a      

community hub, if not yet for the spiritual element. Countering the          

perception of an ageing demographic, some 35 under 16’s attended the 

Christingle service. 

Links with the other Team churches are strong and positive. A dedicated 

PCC are eager for change, for inspiration, leadership and growth. The PCC 

own a hall – the Old School -  adjacent to the church which hosts coffee 

mornings, after service hospitality and is available for private hire. The 

church is on the path of the Trans Pennine and Larkin Trails, with large 

numbers of walkers and cyclists calling in for the self-help teas and coffee 

from the Old School. The church itself is in excellent order, being reroofed 

in 2016, though the PCC are mindful of a “mission not maintenance”        

attitude.  

Holy Trinity offers tremendous opportunity for moving the visible presence 

of Christ into the community with a fully supportive PCC and congregation. 



 

St Stephen’s church is situated half way between the two main    

centres of population: Gilberdyke (3,500) and Newport (1,500). 

These villages were built with a variety of affordable and private 

housing. There is easy access to the M62, regular buses to Hull and 

Goole and a station at Gilberdyke. 

St Stephen’s is a large and beautiful Victorian church, popular for 

baptisms, weddings and funerals. Built in the 1890s, it is listed 

Grade II. There is a small but faithful Sunday congregation keen to 

see their church grow. Unfortunately, St Stephen’s was sited along a 

busy road away from the heart of either village making it less      

accessible than it could have been.  

There are strong links with the two primary schools. Both schools 

held their Christmas services here and the last Team Vicar led     

assemblies.  

The Team Ministry has identified the need to reach out to the      

villages of Gilberdyke and Newport with fresh expressions of 

church. St Stephen’s is one of the Team Ministry’s major              

opportunities and challenges. We would welcome the team vicar’s 

leadership supported by members of 

the LyCiG team and Worship group. 

Palm Sunday 2017 
Allsortz performing at the Rotary Christmas concert 2017 

A Eucharist during Advent 



Laxton parish is approximately 4 miles       

south-east of Howden and has approximately 

300 inhabitants. It comprises the village of    

Laxton and the hamlets of Saltmarshe, Cotness 

and Metham. Within the village there is a     

thriving Public House, Village Hall and a small 

railway station. The Trans Pennine Route 65 

runs through the village. 

St. Peter’s is an Early English style church built 

of stone. It was built in 1876 to replace the   

older St. John’s Church, the chancel of which 

still remains in the graveyard across the road. 

The church building is structurally sound and 

well maintained.  

Services are held weekly with a mixture of Holy 

Communion, Morning Prayer and Iona Morning 

Services throughout the month. The parish has 

two Recognised Parish Assistants. There are 15 

people on the Electoral Roll and average         

attendance is 9.  Special Services are supported 

by the wider community.   

The church is financially sound -  the freewill  

offering has been increased annually.   

 The congregation have embraced some changes 

over the past few years – reorganising the front 

part of the nave to include a free-standing altar 

and a sound system with iPad. We have an      

organ, which is used for special occasions, but 

we use the iPad for our weekly services, as it    

allows us to sing a wider range of hymns with 

various styles of  accompaniment - from Hymns 

Old and New – One Church, One Faith, One Lord.  

We aim to be a loving, caring, friendly, outward 

looking church that  worships God, which is    

effective within the community.   

We would welcome a people person who is able 

to inject vitality into our worship and support us 

on our Christian journey. 

Remembrance day 

The Archbishop’s visit on his walkabout 



 

Our Church sits in the heart of the village (population 800) 

and is a centre-point of village activity. 

We have a small, and welcoming congregation with an        

average of approx. 15  parishioners weekly. We have strong 

links with the local primary school, the  chapel, and the pub! 

We hold many annual events, including a scarecrow festival, 

Harvest Disco, and Christmas fair. 

We have strongly attended crib services and Christingles, and 

regular events with the primary school. We are very keen to 

develop our work with children. 

We have a small and enthusiastic PCC, and a vacancy for          

churchwardens. 

Our facebook page can be found at https://

www.facebook.com/St-Michaels-Eastrington-

223322334410631/ , and history of the church can be seen 

here: http://www.howdenshirehistory.co.uk/eastrington/st-

michaels-church.html. 



The parsonage is currently undergoing major renovation including the creation of a 

new and larger kitchen. It is a spacious modern vicarage on the edge of the village, 

with a garage, private parking, and within easy walking distance of St Stephen’s 

Church, local shops and amenities, and Newport Primary School.   

The ample garden stands adjacent to a large lily pond used for private fishing. 

Located at 3 Thimblehall Lane, Newport (HU15 2PX), a mile-and-a-half from    

Junction 38 of the M62, communications are good. Gilberdyke railway station, (for 

local services to Hull, York, Leeds, Doncaster and Sheffield), is two miles away. 

There is a direct service to London Kings Cross (just over two hours away) from 

Howden. A local bus service runs between Goole and Hull approximately every two 

hours. It is just under 30 mins drive to Beverley or Hull, and about 45 mins to 

York. 

 

Newport Primary School http://www.newportprimary.co.uk/contacts 

There is a choice of two local secondary schools:  

South Hunsley (outstanding)  http://www.southhunsley.org.uk/secondary-school 

and Howden (good)  http://www.howdenschool.net/  

… both with a school-bus provided. 

The area has a variety of F.E. colleges : Wyke, Selby, Hull and York 

http://www.newportprimary.co.uk/contacts
http://www.southhunsley.org.uk/secondary-school
http://www.howdenschool.net/


 

Wressle Church is snug and well attended,  

unusual both in its architecture and in its  

dedication. The brick church was built in 

1799, in the style of a chapel; previously     

villagers worshiped in the chapel of nearby 

Wressle castle - the only castle in East      

Yorkshire.  Wressle parish has around 300  

inhabitants with a good community spirit. 

Many of the village events are organised by 

the small congregation including the fête, 

Christmas supper, dinner nights and kids  

holiday activities and parties for local        

children. There are 14 people on the electoral 

roll; average attendance is a dozen but the 

village supports the church at key events in 

the church calendar with attendance of 50+ 

out of a parish of 300.  

The church is balanced financially; our 

Freewill Offering has increased. The building 

is well cared for and structurally sound.     

Services are a mixture of Communion,    

morning worship and all age service. The 

churchwardens and congregation are not 

"stuck in the mud" and are happy to embrace 

change and fresh ideas to increase numbers. 

We think we are easy going, friendly,          

non-judgmental and seek an approachable 

“people person” to encourage us, as we desire 

to make spiritual and numerical growth      

happen. There are two keen churchwardens 

on hand to help. 

Nativity 

The Easter garden in the churchyard 



 

Howden itself has a population of around 4,500 

(including the surrounding villages and hamlets 

within the minster parish) 

In 2016, normal Sunday attendance was 34. 

Architecturally, Howden Minster (Grade I) is one 

of the most important buildings in the East   

Riding. 

We have an RSCM-affiliated robed choir and a 

strong choral tradition.  

Our Sunday morning service varies from a Sung 

Eucharist (CW) with healing ministry to Morning 

Prayer (CW) and All-age worship. Additionally, 

there is a monthly (BCP) Choral Evensong.   

Vestments are worn.  

There is a 9.30 mid-week (BCP) Communion, 

faithfully attended by around 10 to 12 people.  

A few also attend on Sundays but for most of 

them this is their main weekly act of worship. 

We have a monthly spring and summer concert 

series with a wide range of visiting performers 

from organ soloists to brass bands. 

We have an enthusiastic team of bell-ringers 

and frequent visiting ringers. 

 

There is an active “Churches Together in 

Howden” working with the Methodists 

and Roman Catholics. There is a joint 

Lent course and we hold events together 

during Holy Week and some joint events 

during the week of prayer for Christian 

unity Working together on a street     

collection in Howden market Place, we 

raised over £1200 for the Grenfell Tower 

Appeal in 2017. 

Our finances are sound and our Freewill 

Offering has increased year on year. 

The Archbishop joined us on Palm     

Sunday 2017 when we hosted an   

amazing Deanery event. 

Minster choir (red) 
plus visiting choir 



The minster has been the sacred space for 

these communities for over a thousand years.  

It is open during daylight hours for people to  

enjoy its beauty or find a place for contemplation 

We work very closely with our   
outstanding (SIAMS) Church of 
England Infant School. James 
takes assembly once a week 

The children's’ play area is used by some parishioners during 
the day as a quiet spot for play and contemplation  

A quiet prayer place with candles to light 
is available in the Saltmarshe chapel 

The shrine of St. John of 
Howden 

The parish coffin 

Tombs in the Saltmarshe chapel 

Mentioned in Simon Jenkin’s 1000 best churches 

The church is 

open every 

day for people 

to drop in, 

pray, light a 

candle or use 

the children’s 

play area. It is 

well-used. 



Arranged by Elizabeth our reader  

(on the right in the picture) and a 

team of volunteers, youngsters 

from Howden and their carers      

enjoyed the telling of the Christmas 

story. 

Using a crib set crafted by members 

of the congregation.  

Arranged by Sue Holmes from the diocese and fronted 

by label of love.  

A variety of workshops are provided by local clergy 

and lay volunteers and there is opportunity to provide      

creative activities to engage  with primary school      

children from across the East Riding. 

There are occasional picnics and craft workshops throughout the 

year for children and their families.  


