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The Parish of St.Nicholas Kingston Upon Hull in the Diocese of York. 

A Very Brief Description of the Parish. 

St.Nicholas is an urban parish with a population of around 14,000; it’s 
location is to the west of Hull and borders the river Humber on its 
southern edge. There are two housing estates that sit either side of 
private housing and St.Nicholas 
Church is situated in the heart of this 
area. The Church Urban Fund classify 
St.Nicholas as within the 10% most 
deprived parishes in the UK. 

There are three large council multi  
storey apartments on one of our 
estates; there’s a local boxing club; 
three shopping areas; four residential  
homes and a day nursery. Also within 
the parish is Pickering Park, a popular 
place with local 
residents, some 
of whom spend 
time fishing in 
the lake (or 
taking their 
pony for a 

walk); there are four primary schools (one of 
which is for children from around the city that 
have been excluded from mainstream school and 
one for special needs children); and one secondary school. The Church 
family is made up largely of local residents - our congregation is diverse 
and includes young children and those with additional needs and we 
have good relationships within our community. 
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Work in Progress. 

As a church we are looking to become a more 
welcoming and accessible place for all who 
come through our doors, especially those in the 
community with whom we don’t currently 
connect. We are particularly keen to reach out 
to young adults and families as they are 
currently the most underrepresented 
demographic within the church; this also fits 
within the wider diocesan strategy of reaching 
those we don’t currently reach, particularly 
those in their 20s-40s. As such we’re looking to 
make our buildings more flexible and accessible for everyone but with a 
particular focus on this demographic. We’re hoping to become more of a 
hub for our community and therefore also to make our buildings as 

useable as possible for local 
people. 

We are looking to increase the 
flexibility of our worship in terms 
of layout, liturgy, preaching and 
sung worship. We are also looking 
to become a more accessible 
church for those with specific 
needs such as young families, 

children, those who struggle with literacy, or those with additional needs 
such as sight problems. We are 
in the process of transformation, 
the church will soon have new 
chairs, sound and lighting 
equipment, screen and projector, 
and disabled access.
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There’s a very popular ‘Jack & Jill’s’ 
toddler group that meet mid-week. 
Whilst some grandparents come 
along with their grandchildren, by 
far the majority are parents who all 
fall within the 20 - 40 age group. 
There is already an important link 
between baptisms, Jack & Jill’s and 
other church events that we hope 
to build on into the future. 

FareShare is a local food bank that we run from the church each week. 
Our aim is to build bridges with and meet the needs of residents that are 
struggling with daily life. Most of those who come along live on the 
estates, some have drug and alcohol related problems and they also fall 
into the 20 - 40 age group. Our FareShare is in it’s infancy but we have 
already built up a trusting relationship with those who attend. 

‘Men Allowed’ is another activity where we simply encourage men that 
are on the periphery of the Church 
family to join us for a pint and a meal 
in a local pub; working on the 
understanding that people often need 
to ‘belong’ before they ‘believe’. 

Future Potential. 

There is great potential in the parish to reach the young families that fall 
into the 20-40’s age range. We have a number of special services 
throughout the year that attract lots of people from the local community 
who do not normally attend, as well as the various groups already 
mentioned such as our Toddler Group, Food Bank, Coffee Drop-In and 
social events. These currently take place within our church and hall 
facilities. We also hold regular baptisms in the church building and the 
occasional funeral and weddings. 
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The church building is used on a 
Sunday morning for worship and a 
Tuesday evening for Re-Charge, 
an informal time of worship and 
prayer. We host a weekly 
community choir and regularly 
invite local schools into the church 
for a variety of services and 
experiences.  

The additional flexibility in our 
worship will enable us to better 
reach out to those that we are not currently reaching as a Church family.  

The increased capacity for creativity 
in worship, preaching, and layout 
will enable us to connect better both 
with young adults, for whom high 
quality visual engagement is the 
norm, and also those who 
experience significant disadvantage 
in our community such as those who 
struggle with literacy.  

Our church building will be more accessible to different groups at 
different times. It will allow us to use the building in a greater variety of 
ways, such as welcoming our toddler group into church, allowing our 
schools to use the space in different ways, running discussion-based 
events such as Start Course, Baptism Prep, Alpha or Café-Style Church, 
or using it for children’s work, but there is much more potential to use 
the church building in so many different ways - and this is at the heart of 
this transformation, that we will have complete flexibility for the people 
of this parish. St Nicholas is going through a process of change in terms 
of our building, our worshipping life and our outreach to our community. 
We are seeking to become a more welcoming outward-facing people of 
God, equipped to engage creatively with those that we currently don’t 
reach. We see these changes to our building as an important part of 
better equipping ourselves to reach out to our community in a whole 
variety of different ways. 
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Our main focus has been on the church 
buildings because there are so few facilities 
elsewhere within the parish; however, there 
are still one or two places where a 
worshipping community could be established 
off-site on one of the estates. In the past we 
ran a drugs outreach project called ‘Restore 
for Dad’s’ from one of the local council 
owned shops; there is also a community centre; and more recently I met 
up with the Hull City housing manager who was very supportive of what 

the Church are doing and keen to help by 
potentially making other facilities available. 
Wherever the location of future ministry 
may be, the Church family will give their 
wholehearted support in practical and 
tangible ways as they have done in the 
past. 

Ministry Team.  

We have a great ministry team at St.Nicholas, both lay and ordained. 
The Churchwardens and the PCC are very supportive, they are 
wholeheartedly behind the Church family reaching out in a more 
strategic manner into the wider community. They have taken the 
decision to make the church interior more representative of local peoples 
needs; the PCC and the Church family have invested a great deal of 
themselves through prayer, time, energy and finance, to create a 
homely, family, relaxing and welcoming environment. This work is now in 
progress and we have capable and committed people who are keen to 
bring this to fruition within the next few weeks. Many other Church 
family members are actively involved in the life of faith at St.Nicholas; 
we have a worship group; a home visiting team; a gardening gang; 
servers; intercessors; and a whole host of other people who give of 
themselves within the wider life of the Church.  
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There are three ordained ministers at St.Nicholas; Daphne Kitching, 
Jenni Foreman (our curate in her second year) and myself, Paul Copley; 
all three of us are excited and looking forward to a new member of the 
team joining us.  

Whilst the diocese are currently looking to purchase a four bedroomed 
house within the parish, we will do our best to make sure that there is a 
warm welcome - playing our part in helping to turn the ‘house’ into a 
‘home’.  

Daphne, Jenni and myself each bring various gifts and experiences, we 
meet and pray together on a 
regular basis and we are very 
supportive of one another. Each 
member of the team is trusted 
and valued, we work well 
together, share freely and 
openly and we all have a strong 
desire to see people coming 
into that life saving relationship 
with Jesus. The Church strap-
line is our focus and underpins 
all that we do as a Church 
family - ‘Knowing Jesus and making Jesus known’.  

Website & Social Media.  

We have a Church website: stnicholashull.org that has been up and 
running for around six years - we try to keep if fresh and up to date. 
There’s also a facebook page which has proved very popular, there’s also 
a twitter page with more frequent posts to encourage people on a daily 
basis.  

Within the Church family we also run a ‘Text Prayer’, a quick and simple 
way to communicate with our brothers and sisters at St.Nicholas for 
when anyone needs prayer at particular times or for when more urgent 
situations arise during the week. The ‘Text Prayer’ is helping the Church 
family to feel more connected throughout the week until Sunday, when 
we can talk face to face, pray together and minister to each other.  
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Incumbent.  

I have been married to my wife Linda for 39 years and we have three 
grown up children; we are both alive in our relationship with Jesus and 
we make a great team. I don’t like to ‘pigeon-hole’ anyone but, if I had 
to do so for myself, I would like to think of myself as a ‘warm hearted 
evangelical’.  

For relaxation I enjoy sport (especially athletics - I use to be a sprinter in 
my youth), the countryside, walking, nature, and motor bikes - I’ve had 
a few, made my own, fallen off some and I want another one. My 
background before ordination was in engineering, working for many 
years at British Aerospace as well as spending some time abroad. I have 
worked in various areas of the industry - research, aerodynamics 
laboratory, precision engineering, systems and air frame manufacture.  

 

Since ordination I have served in 
urban parishes and, in each one, 
I have had a simple desire to see 
people saved and coming into a 
loving relationship with Jesus - 
especially those at the bottom of 
the economic pile. I have been 
the incumbent of St.Nicholas 
since 2007 and during that time 
there have been many 
developments, one of which has 

been a change of ethos to a more family focused and outward looking 
Church with an evangelistic approach to ministry. I have encouraged the 
Church family to be more relevant, up to date and realistic.  

The Church of England charge us with the call to ‘proclaim the gospel 
afresh in each generation’ and the opportunities within the parish of St 
Nicholas to do this are enormous. We believe that God has a plan and a 
purpose for every person and, working together as brothers and sisters 
in Christ, filled and guided by the Holy Spirit, we can achieve wonderful 
things in Jesus’ name. 


