
 

  

The Claydons 

Parish Profile 2018 



 

 Page 2 

Thank you for your interest in the role of Team Vicar for The Claydons & 

Swan Team with pastoral responsibility for the parish of The Claydons. We 

hope this Parish Profile will give you a sense of who we are and who we 

hope to be, our strengths, opportunities and challenges. As you read this 

profile and consider applying for this role, please be assured of our prayers 

for you. 
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Foreword by the Archdeacon  

and Assistant Archdeacon of Buckingham 

 

 

 

The parish of The Claydons offers exciting opportunities and interesting challenges for 

whoever is appointed to this post. While the setting of the parish and the wider team is 

distinctively rural, there are areas of new housing and more to come with the plans for 

development over the next 10 years across the whole team as part of the Oxford-

Cambridge arc. This will bring many opportunities for mission into the new developments 

at the same time as bringing significant disruption to the local communities while the 

infrastructure is under construction. There has been some good foundation-building work 

which needs to be celebrated and the churches encouraged and enabled to develop the 

potential offered by greater links with schools and communities. Helping the church 

communities to develop, articulate and implement a parish vision to address these 

opportunities and challenges will be an important focus in the short term.  

Finance has been a challenge in the past and the parish has not been able to meet its 

Parish Share commitments for the last five years. The new priest appointed to this role 

will need to focus on working with the Team Rector, deanery and diocesan resources to 

help the parish move to a more stable financial position. 

For a priest committed to the diocesan vision of helping us to become a more Christ-like 

Church for the sake of God’s World – more contemplative, more compassionate, and 

more courageous – this can be worked out in many different ways in the years to come 

and I look forward to seeing how the next priest will take things forward in new ways. 

 

 

Ven Guy Elsmore 

 Archdeacon of Buckingham 

Revd Christopher Bull 

Assistant Archdeacon of Buckingham 
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Introduction 

The parishes of The Claydons and Swan Team are situated in the beautiful rolling 

countryside of north Buckinghamshire, lying within the Aylesbury, Buckingham and 

Bicester triangle. Although our parishes are distinctively rural, they are well placed for 

access by road to the surrounding towns and cities including Oxford and Milton Keynes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Link to a map of the parish 

 

The team comprises the eight parishes of Barton Hartshorn, Chetwode, Edgcott, Grendon 

Underwood, Marsh Gibbon, Preston Bissett, Twyford and The Claydons.  The total 

population is over 7800 with approximately 3800 in The Claydons and over 4000 in the 

other parishes.  

The parish of The Claydons encompasses several smaller communities: the established 

'villages' of Steeple Claydon, East and Botolph Claydon, and Middle Claydon, the newer 

housing area of Calvert Green and the hamlets of Calvert, Verney Junction and Sandhill. 

There are three churches in The Claydons, St Michael’s in Steeple Claydon, St Mary’s in 

East Claydon and All Saints’ in Middle Claydon. 

 

https://arcg.is/0CfDGa
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Who we are 

The parish of The Claydons is a diverse worshipping community of three churches and one 

of eight parishes in The Claydons and Swan Team.  

 

 

 

We are welcoming and caring churches; 

supportive of each other and those in our 

communities.  

 

 

 

The Team was formed 9 years ago by the amalgamation of The Claydons with the Swan 

Group and we have been working towards greater integration over that time. We would like 

to see this continue to enable all the churches in the Team to work closer together for 

mutual benefit and the benefit of our communities. 

 

The styles of worship within the three 

churches of The Claydons range from 

Book of Common Prayer to lay-led 

services of reflection or all age worship 

with modern music. At St Michael’s 

Steeple Claydon we are fortunate to 

have a small dedicated group of 

musicians who lead our Sunday 

morning worship and a monthly 

weekday praise evening, we also have 

an organist and a keyboard player who 

support services at St Mary’s East 

Claydon and All Saints’ Middle Claydon. 

  

We have a number of thriving church groups, good links with the local schools and have 

recently begun engaging more with outreach into the local community. You can read more 

details about the life of the church, our outreach and our communities starting at page 10. 

St Michael’s Steeple Claydon All Saints’ Middle Claydon St Mary’s East Claydon 
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Our opportunities and challenges  

We recognise that there are many opportunities and challenges facing us in the years 

ahead. We hope and pray that our new Team Vicar will help us face our challenges and 

see the opportunities for mission within our communities. 

Among our most significant opportunities and challenges are: 

• Growing our congregations 

We want to have a growing 

congregation with increasing 

contact with families leading to 

growing in family attendance 

for worship. 

Although our congregation 

numbers have been slowly 

declining over the last 5 years, 

we have connections with a 

growing fringe. We recognise 

that this is an opportunity and 

we would like to focus on 

developing our links with our 

fringe. 

• Growing our giving   

We want to be on a firm financial footing, able to pay our Parish Share, provide 

administrative support to our vicar and maintain our buildings and fabric. 

Sadly we have been unable to pay our Parish Share in full for the last 5 years. Over 

this time we have paid on average 63% of the Parish Share which in 2017 was 

£49,481. We are working to resolve this situation so that we can become more 

financially sustainable for the future.  

• Growing our faith 

We want to continue to enable 

and support the laity in their 

ministry, building on the good 

work that has already borne 

fruit. 

We would like to create 

structures to nurture our 

congregations through a 

resurgence in house groups, 

prayer groups and nurture 

courses (Alpha or other). 
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• Focusing on our communities 

We want to be more outward looking, relevant to and rooted in our communities, 

responding to their needs. 

Over the coming 

10 years the area 

will be heavily 

impacted by the 

construction of 

HS2 and East 

West Rail both of 

which pass 

through the 

parish; the IMD 

(infrastructure 

maintenance 

depot) is to be 

situated to the 

west of Steeple Claydon. 

This will have an impact on the rural nature of the area and on individuals’ 

livelihoods and environments, we would hope to be able to provide support to the 

individuals affected. There is also a high likelihood of housing development in the 

parish which will create outreach opportunities. 

• Facing the future 

We recognise that we need to develop a Mission Action Plan that will help us to 

articulate and implement our hopes for the future. 

We also recognise the need to invest appropriately in our buildings to improve their 

suitability for worship and community activities.  
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Our new Team Vicar 

We are seeking a Team Vicar who will help us to: 

• see the challenges and the opportunities to help to make The Claydons a vibrant, 

active, worshiping community 

• be a presence at the heart of our rural communities and approachable to all our 

parishioners whether they attend services regularly or not 

• be active in the schools in The Claydons 

• respect and value the diversity of our churches, traditional and modern 

• identify with our congregations and parishioners, from younger to older 

• empower the people of The Claydons to care for and minister to each other  

• work within the wider team to promote further co-operation 

• co-operate with other denominations in the area 

• create a Mission Action Plan (MAP) 

 

We are seeking a Team Vicar who is Christ-like, lives out the Gospel and who is able to 

demonstrate that they are:  

• a good and inspiring leader 

• a good manager, able to delegate when appropriate, and a team player 

• a good communicator, approachable and able to relate to all ages  

• a good listener, loving and empathetic - a people person 

• a competent administrator 

• energetic, out-going and up to date 

 

As a parish we will support our new Team Vicar: 

• through prayer, friendship and fellowship. 

• by reimbursing full expenses 

• by encouraging you to have a good balance between the role and your home life 

• by taking our own ministry as lay people seriously 
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The Claydons and Swan Team 

Whoever takes up the full-time post of Team Vicar will be building on a faithful ministry 

over recent decades during which time there has been a significant growth in a dedicated 

lay ministry.  

The current clergy team consists of Revd David Hiscock as the full-time Team Rector and 

Revd Angela Mann as a part-time House for Duty Team Vicar with an agreement to work 

Mondays and Thursdays plus Sunday duties.  

We have benefited from four Licensed Lay Ministers in previous years but sadly they 

have all died or moved away. One of our lay leaders has recently been ordained and is 

now serving her Curacy in Bicester and a current lay worship leader is actively exploring 

her vocation. 

Members of the clergy team are based at Grendon Underwood, Marsh Gibbon and 

Steeple Claydon, living amongst the most populated villages in the Team. From here they 

serve 17 smaller communities which are quite widely spread.  

The newly appointed Team Vicar will enjoy specific pastoral responsibility for the parish of 

The Claydons whilst being involved as appropriate across the Team.  

As a Team of 8 parishes, there is much we value about ourselves and much that we 

could improve. Not surprisingly, there are challenges and aspects that hinder our 

progress such as finance. Hence, although not the only answer, we are planning for each 

parish to join the new Parish Giving Scheme in 2019. Most importantly, we are due to 

discern a new vision and set of priorities for mission and ministry throughout the Team. 

This is an exciting time in the life of our parishes as we seek new and engaging ways to 

be church and provide a place of love and fellowship for all. Our prayers are with you as 

you reflect on whether this is the right place for you to serve God at this time. 
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Church Life  

Sunday worship 

Midweek worship and groups  

We have two lay-led midweek house groups for 

study, worship, prayer and fellowship.  A weekly 

prayer evening is held in the Parish Room and we 

have a prayer chain for prayer concerns.  There is 

also a monthly worship evening held in the Parish 

Room. 

Occasional Offices (figures for 2017) 

 
 

Special events and ecumenical links 

On Christmas day there is a lunch provided in the Parish Room at Steeple Claydon which 

is greatly appreciated by around 20 people. 

We work closely with the Methodist Church in Steeple Claydon, which plays an active 

role in the local Claydon Churches Together Council. 

  All Saints’ St Mary’s St Michael’s 

Baptisms 1 2 10 

Weddings 3 2 0 

Funerals 1 1 7 

 1st Sunday 2nd Sunday 3rd Sunday 4th Sunday 

St Michael’s 

Steeple Claydon 

11am 

All Age Service 

(lay-led) 

11am 

Holy  

Communion 

11am 

 Refresh 

(lay-led) with 

breakfast before  

11am 

Holy  

Communion 

All Saints’ 

Middle Claydon 

9.30am 

BCP Holy  

Communion 

   

St Mary’s 

East Claydon 
 

9.30am 

Holy  

Communion 

9.30am 

All Age Service

(lay-led) 

9.30am 

Holy 

Communion 

Sunday Attendance across the parish: up to 50 
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Children and young people  

Church Mice, a time of worship and fellowship for babies/toddlers and parents/carers, 

draws 15-20 each week on a Wednesday morning in St Michael’s and has been an 

important part of church life for over 15 years.  An annual children’s holiday club has run 

for the last 10 years (originally at Steeple Claydon School and now in St Michael’s) for a 

week during the Easter Holidays; up to 50 children have attended each year.   

‘Messy Church’ has been running monthly in St Michael’s on a Thursday from 3.30 to 

5.15 for over 5 years. It is aimed at school-age children and their parents and involves 

activities, worship and a meal. We regularly attract 30.   

During Communion services at St Michael’s there is a Sunday school which is attended 

by up to 8 children. 

The church youth group (age 11-18) meets monthly in Botolph Claydon and involves 

about 20 young people and has been led by a lay team assisted by the Team Vicar.    

There are good links with the local schools which enable us to lead collective worship 

and welcome children to school services in church. 

PCC 

There is a single PCC for the parish of The Claydons and two separate DCCs (St Mary’s 

and All Saints’ are combined) to lead everyday parish management matters and 

communication. The Team Vicar chairs the PCC and both DCCs.  The PCC alternates 

with the DCCs, meeting every other month (excepting August and December).  Planning 

groups for the all-age service and ‘Refresh’ service at St Michael’s meet monthly. 

Safeguarding 

The Team has a designated Safeguarding Officer and each parish has its own 

Safeguarding Link Officer. 
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Finance 

The running costs of the churches are mostly met through planned giving, but the parish 

has not been able meet its Parish Share in full and consistently for the last 15 years. Over 

this time we have paid on average 80% of the Parish Share and on three occasions we 

have paid it in full. 

We are exploring the Parish Giving Scheme across the whole team and hope this will 

increase regular giving. We are not at present directing a specific proportion of giving to 

charity but significant income from fund-raising activities does go to charity.  

The Parish Room attached to St Michael’s Church pays its way and there is scope for 

greater use which will generate additional income.  

All Saints’ and St Mary’s both have healthy Fabric Funds - St Michael’s does not and this 

is now being addressed.  

Throughout the year we hold a range of social activities including music evenings, sales, 

concerts, cream tea afternoons, croquet competitions, a fete and a 50 50 Auction. These 

events are primarily geared towards fellowship but the additional funds that they generate 

from the wider community are also welcome. 
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The Claydons churches, communities and schools 

The parish of The Claydons covers an area of approximately 14 square miles and 

includes five villages and three small hamlets  

Steeple Claydon is the largest village in The Claydons with several small shops, a post 

office, two public houses, a village hall (run by the local council) and a local village-run 

library.  There is also a Citizen’s Advice Bureau which runs fortnightly in the village.  

There is a doctors’ practice and a private dentist with an NHS dentist available in 

Buckingham.   A recreation ground has football and skateboarding facilities as well as a 

children’s play area.  

Steeple Claydon Combined School (https://www.steepleclaydonschool.com/) also has a 

Nursery in its grounds within the Surestart Children's Centre, providing care and 

education for children from 2½ to 5 years of age.  

The village pubs offer a variety of activities and events, and there are several clubs and 

societies such as Football, Angling, Local History, Badminton, Horticultural, Women’s 

Institute and Bell Ringers. For young people from all The Claydons, there are groups 

including Beavers, Cubs, Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, a Dance Academy, St. John 

Ambulance Cadets and a Youth Club cafe.   

Apart from farming, there is no longer any major local industry and most wage earners 

travel to work. Unlike its neighbours, Steeple Claydon is 

not a particularly affluent village. 

St Michael’s Church, Steeple Claydon is situated on the 

edge of the village.  Its hilltop site has been occupied by a 

church since the 12th century.  It is a light and welcoming 

building which was extensively re-ordered in the 1980s to 

accommodate just over 200 worshippers.  

The weekly 11am service has an informal and 

contemporary worship style. There are two communion 

services a month with alternate Sundays having lay-led All 

Age service and a more contemplative ‘Refresh’ service. 

Members of the congregation lead intercessions, read the 

Bible, and participate in drama.  The music covers ranges 

between modern classic and contemporary and is mainly 

led by a music group.  Separate teaching and activities 

are provided for children in communion services and there 

is a crèche area towards the rear of the church for all 

services.  

Most of the congregation are from the village and attendance varies, often reaching up to 

35 adults and 8 children.  A larger number of people have connections to the church and 

attend special services, such as Good Friday All Age, All Souls, Songs of Praise, Pet 

Service, Remembrance, Christmas Tree Festival led by the youth group, or help with the 

churchyard, flower arranging and bell ringing. The church is full to bursting for the 

Christmas services.  

We would like to reintroduce a twice monthly 8am BCP communion service.  

https://www.steepleclaydonschool.com/
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Attached to St Michael’s is the Mark Bulman Parish Room 

which was opened in 2012. Its construction was supported by 

both the church and the community. It is a fantastic resource 

to support the activities of the church and the wider 

community, linked to the north transept of the church, with a 

full PA and AV system.  It is an open space suitable for 

groups of up to 60 and provides flexible space for children’s 

groups.  

Calvert is a hamlet of approximately 50 houses adjacent to the former brickworks, which 

was redeveloped 15 years ago as the Calvert Green estate, providing 400 houses. The 

people here travel in different directions for work, schools and churches. Pastoral 

responsibility officially lies in the parish of The Claydons, though in practice it is shared. 

There is a community hall (with a community bar) and a shop.   

Our congregations include people who live in Calvert Green and we have worked hard at 

various community ventures here such as Harvest Festival, Easter with Easter Egg hunt, 

prayer walks, homegroup, Lent Group, carol singing, nativity event and Christmas choir. 

We are keen for this work to grow. We have recently started a café church in the 

community hall and have been granted funding from the Archdeaconry of Buckingham 

Mission Fund to support this initiative during its first year. We recognise that this is a 

challenge and an opportunity for the Team in the future. 

Middle Claydon includes Claydon House a National Trust property, and home of the 

Verney family.  Florence Nightingale was a regular visitor to the house and there are 

many historical references connected with the 

house and the Verney family. Sir Edmund 

Verney is our Patron and a member of the 

PCC. 

In the village is the ‘Puzzle Centre’, which 

provides high quality specialised early 

intervention for pre-school aged children with 

autistic spectrum disorders. 

The historic church of All Saints’ Middle 

Claydon seats about 100 people and is situated in the grounds of Claydon House. It 

appeals to those who prefer traditional worship.  In addition to the monthly BCP 

communion service, a number of special services are highlights of the year, including 

Maundy Thursday, Harvest Festival, candlelit Nine Lessons and Carols, and Christmas 

and Easter morning; the church is also popular 

for weddings. The church is open at the same 

time as Claydon House and there is a good 

relationship with the Verney family and the 

National Trust.  There are several willing 

helpers, but no church wardens. 
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East Claydon and Botolph Claydon are, in effect, 

a single community, combined as the civil parish of 

East Claydon.  The well-supported village hall is 

nearing the end of a major renovation project and 

hosts a range of events and classes and a 

community pub, The Mushroom. The combined 

school in the village recently obtained church status 

and is gradually expanding its years intake and as a result the pupil numbers are rising 

rapidly (https://eastclaydon.org.uk/). There is also an attached pre-school.   

St Mary’s Church, East Claydon is tucked away at the east end of the village. It is a 

13th century building and seats about 170, and is an outstanding example of a warm and 

inviting traditional church. We have recently celebrated the 800
th
 year anniversary of our 

first Rector with a successful History Weekend which attracted many visitors.  

A small, older congregation attends the twice monthly Common Worship Communion, 

with Ancient & Modern hymns.  There is also a monthly all-age service which is attended 

by a good number of families with younger children who live in the village (average 10 

adults and 6 children).  This family service is an informal, lively, fun, participatory time 

together including a talk.  There are good links with the school which uses the church for 

services at Harvest and Christmas.  St Mary’s hosts a valued reflective service of the 

Last Hour at the Cross service on Good Friday afternoon. 

Sandhill and Verney Junction are small hamlets.  Sandhill comprises a cluster of five 

houses, the largest of which, Sandhill House, has been converted into four dwellings.  

Verney Junction lies towards Winslow and comprises eighteen houses.   

 

Local schools 

There are several excellent schools in the area.  Village schools in Steeple Claydon and 

CoE East Claydon provide primary education.  Buckinghamshire has selective secondary 

education from age 11.  Local secondary schools include the Royal Latin School (a 

Grammar school) in Buckingham and The Buckingham School.  There is also a highly 

regarded out of catchment Church of England secondary school in Waddesdon, and 

three further grammar schools in Aylesbury. 

 

Please see our website (https://www.bucksvoice.net/churches-of-the-claydons/) for more 

information. 

 

 

https://eastclaydon.org.uk/
https://www.bucksvoice.net/churches-of-the-claydons/
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The Team churches, communities and schools 

Preston Bissett has a local population of around 350. The church works alongside the 
community in arranging most of the social and fund-raising events to help each other. 
The Church of St John the Baptist was built in the early years of the 14th century.  It is 
remarkable for its ark-like form, built throughout wider at the top than at the base.  The 
church has a wealth of grotesque corbal heads of which three represent a king, a bishop 
and a veiled nun.  There is a 15th century font just inside the front door.  On the south 
wall of the chancel there is a brass tablet dedicated to Captain Leonard Bolden of the 
68th Durham Light Infantry.  He died of tiger wounds in the Maldalgurgh jungle.  His 
father was the Revd Bolden who was Rector at the church for 11 years.  There is also a 
wooden cross hanging on the south wall which was brought back by one of the returning 
soldiers from the first world war. Two services take place each month; a holy 
communion and a village service.  Average attendance is 9. 

 
Marsh Gibbon is the most westerly of the Team parishes with a population of some 950 
people. The Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin was built around 1240, in a cruciform 
style with later additions. Average congregations are about 25 adults plus seven or so 
children. Services are generally Family Communions with one Morning Prayer each 
month, with special services to meet the needs of the church calendar and national 
events. The monthly Village Service is the most popular service organised by a regular 
working group. There is a thriving C of E school, with strong ties to the church. There is 
also a URC church in the village and a Highway Church that meets weekly in the village 
hall. The population is very varied with diverse skills from trades to professional, and of 
course agricultural. There is a very strong sense of community in the village with many 
well supported organisations. 

 
The village of Edgcott comprises of around 100 houses and is largely linear in nature. 
St Michael & All Angels Church is at the end of Church Lane and sits on the top of a hill. 
There has been a stone church on the site since the 12th century, although it has 
undergone several alterations since. It is renowned for its beautiful simplicity and 
includes a fine Gothic arch between the Nave and Chancel. Generally, there are two 
services a month, usually alternating between a Village Service or Morning Prayer on 
the 1st Sunday and Family Communion on the 3rd Sunday. There is a small but devoted 
and welcoming congregation with an average attendance of 6 at regular services. The 
only other communal building is the Village Hall which is owned by the church and 
leased to the Parish Council. After many years of neglect, the Village Hall has very 
recently been renovated and modernised with tremendous help from local people which 
has produced a new community spirit  

 
The parish church of Twyford is called the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It 
serves the villages of Poundon and Charndon too. Twyford is a small rural village with 
220 houses and a real sense of community spirit. There is a thriving village school, 
Village hall, pub and community shop. The church congregation varies each week but 
on average the attendance is 12 adults. Services are held three times a month with a 
child friendly family communion, a family communion service and a very popular lay-led 
Parish breakfast. Special services are held throughout the year. There are shared 
services with the URC quarterly which are planned together. The school holds several 
services throughout the year in church. The church holds a monthly Afternoon Tea, 
supporting different local charities each month. 
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The parish of Barton Hartshorn is a small community of about thirty-five 
houses.  Eighty years ago the village was a typical English, manor-owned estate with 
tenanted farms and workers dwellings. Today, all those farm buildings are being 
converted into dwellings increasing the population and the workers dwellings are now 
sought after as a country residence. The village has no community building other than 
the church.  Parts of the church date back to the 13th century. The stained glass 
windows are a focal feature as are the five chandeliers which are lit at the Christmas 
service when the church glows with candlelight. Services are held monthly with a regular 
congregation of about twelve.  A popular service is the new Hymns & Pimms where a 
drink is offered while singing some favourite hymns. The community gathers in the 
churchyard and adjoining village green to hold an annual fete which raises money for 

church upkeep but more importantly brings everyone together.  

The parish of Chetwode is centred on the church but is very widespread with no shop 
and approached down very quiet and winding country lanes. The medieval church of St 
Mary and St Nicholas was built from the remains of a small Augustinian Priory. It was 
given to the parish in 1480. A particular feature is the stained glass window in the 
chancel dating from the 13th and 14th century. Sadly the Parish will be divided by the 
proposed HS2 railway which has the effect of reducing congregation numbers. Services 
are on the first Sunday of each month with the exception of January and February. 
Attendance varies from 8 on a poor turnout day to 70 plus for Christmas Day and Easter 
day. Funds are raised by an annual concert in the church usually in June or by the 
parishioners opening their gardens.  

The village of Grendon Underwood has a local population of around 1500. The village 
has two parts, one section is a linear village of over a mile, the other is based on the 
estate originally built for prison offices who staffed the two adjacent prisons of Grendon 
and Springhill. A number of housing developments are in progress and there is 
significant pressure for further housing. There is a State Combined School with a 
capacity of 240 pupils that holds Nativity Plays, remembrance and Christingle services 
in the church. St Leonard’s Church dates from 1233 and is Grade II* Listed. Two years 
ago two thirds of the lead was stolen from its roof and fundraising is ongoing to repair 
the timbers and then repair the roof covering with slate. An enabling grant has been 
secured from the Heritage Lottery Fund and a series of Raise the Roof Talks are being 
held. Services are held weekly with attendances generally between 15 and 30. 
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The vicarage 

The vicarage is a large, detached 4-bedroom house in Steeple Claydon, within 5 minutes 

walk of St Michael’s Church and close to local village services, such as the school, post 

office, village hall and pub. It has a separate study, a double garage and plenty of parking 

in the driveway and the property is double glazed throughout. 

At the rear is a large garden, mostly laid to lawn. 
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The Diocese of Oxford 

The Diocese of Oxford serves the mission of the Church in Buckinghamshire, Berkshire 
and Oxfordshire. The Diocese comprises more than 600 parishes, with over 800 
churches, serving a diverse population of more than 2 million people located in all types 
of settings.  

Due to the size and complexity of the Diocese, we have three Area Bishops who exercise 
considerable strategic & pastoral oversight for their Archdeaconries. The Bishop of 
Buckingham is the Rt Revd Alan Wilson who has been the Area Bishop since 2003.  

With the appointment of the new Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft, a new 

common vision is emerging for the Diocese of Oxford … 

The vision addresses what kind of church we are called to be – A Christ-like Church. 

What are the marks of a Christ-like Church? To be the Church of the Beatitudes: 

• Contemplative 

• Compassionate 

• Courageous 
 
It also asks what we are therefore called to do together. This is currently a work in 

progress, but is likely to cover the following strategic priorities: 

• To make a bigger difference in the world and serve the poor 

• To share our faith with adults, children and young people and grow the church in 

every place; rural, urban and suburban 

• To plant new churches and congregations everywhere we can 

• To serve every school in our community 

• To put the discipleship of all at the heart of our common life and set God’s people 

free 

• To celebrate and bless our largest, fastest growing city Milton Keynes 

 

These priorities will be supported centrally by resources, training, conferences, 

workshops, and much more.  The diocese is inviting benefices and their priests to share a 

vision rather than demanding a response. It wants all its priests to flourish in ministry and 

to deepen their enjoyment of God. 

Alongside the emerging diocesan vision, the priorities and principles for the Buckingham 
Archdeaconry are set out in our Buckingham Mission Action Plan (see http://
www.oxford.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Bucks-Archdeaconry-Plan-
0515.pdf) 

It is expected that all clergy appointed into the Archdeaconry of Buckingham will want to 
commit themselves to the Diocesan vision and Archdeaconry MAP and their strategic 
directions.  

http://www.oxford.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Bucks-Archdeaconry-Plan-0515.pdf
http://www.oxford.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Bucks-Archdeaconry-Plan-0515.pdf
http://www.oxford.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Bucks-Archdeaconry-Plan-0515.pdf
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Appendix A: Parish Accounts 
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