
PROFILE OF THE FIVE PARISHES OF 

ESCRICK, NABURN, STILLINGFLEET, 

SKIPWITH, AND BUBWITH w AUGHTON 



Thank- you for your interest in this post as Assistant Priest (House for Duty) in the rural 

Benefices of Escrick and Stillingfleet with Naburn and Bubwith and Skipwith with Aughton. 

The challenges of rural mission and ministry mean that this appointment is important to us as 

we explore how to sustain and foster growth particularly in rural settings. 

 
The Diocese is going through a time of change as we explore the next stage of our Diocesan 

Strategy and its three goals faithful to the vision of becoming generous churches, making and 

nurturing disciples who are growing in Christlikeness, commitment, partnership, influence and 

numbers. In particular this exploration will involve reaching those we’  don’t yet reach, particularly 

those in their 20s to 40s (Multiply Strategy) and people in poverty (Mustard Seed Strategy), on 

growing as churches and on sustainable giving and ministry.  

 
In this role you will find support from the incumbent, wardens, parishes and Deanery as they embed 

the Developing our Deaneries Agenda (2016) as well as joining us in prayerfully executing the 

unfolding Diocesan Strategy focused on the three goals: Reach, Grow, Sustain. The details of 

the appointment are in the Profile below. May the Spirit guide you as prayerfully you consider 

whether to apply for this post. 

+ John Selby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



As Rector of Escrick, Naburn and Stillingfleet and Priest in Charge of Bubwith with Aughton and 
Ellerton, and Skipwith, thank you for considering this post as Assistant Minister in this 
beautiful area of North Yorkshire. I am looking for a colleague to share with me in 
ministering, on a part-time basis, across these two benefices, based in the parsonage house 
of the Benefice of Bubwith and Skipwith.  
 
The  five parishes cover a population of approximately 6000 people spread across the rural 
landscape to the south of the historic City of York.  Pastoral duties are  shared throughout the 
group, working alongside our Reader Mrs Jean Faulkes and benefice Recognised Parish 
Assistants. 

We are looking for: 

 A good communicator and listener with strong pastoral and motivational skills. 
 Someone to take up the challenge of  reaching out to all members of the community 

and especially to encourage families, young people and 20—40 year olds to participate 
in more aspects of Church life. 

 Be comfortable in leading Book of Common Prayer, Common Worship and contemporary 
services. 

 Support and assist in further developing initiatives in the various parishes. 
 Someone who will be a visible part of the community, so that they are known and 

recognised in the parishes and in the schools. 
 A leader, but also a listener, and a developer of the role of the laity to the full. 
 An innovative person but sensitive to the community and its feelings. 
 Able to build up the congregation to be self sufficient financially, allowing pastoral care to be 

at the forefront of parish work. 
 A people person with a good sense of humour. 

 

THE VICARAGE, BUBWITH 
 

The vicarage is a modern detached house, built in 2004, and located centrally in Bubwith on 
Highfield Road.  It has three reception rooms, and four double bedrooms, two with ensuite 
facilities.  It has a detached garage, and open views to the rear. 
 
Bubwith is a pleasant village on the banks of the lower Derwent, around 14 miles to the south of 
York city centre. The village has a well-known delicatessen, the Jug and Bottle, a grocers/post 
office, a national award winning butchers, and a popular restaurant/pub. The parish includes 
several outlying villages also. The population of the civil parish was 1225 in 2011. The ecclesiastical 
parish is larger as it includes several more villages.  
 
There is an infrequent bus service to York, and occasional services to Selby and Goole.  
There is a doctor’s surgery with dispensary in the 
village. 
 



ST HELEN’S CHURCH, ESCRICK 

 
St Helen’s Church sits majestically at the side of 
the A19 half way between York and Selby and is 
admired by many as they pass by. 

 

Thanks to a substantial National Heritage Lottery 
grant and other generous donations, we are able 
to welcome our parishioners and visitors into a 
bright, warm, well lit building with versatile 
modern equipment and servery. We are now able 
to host a wide variety of events and meetings, 
while at the same time conserving the principal 
function of the church as a place of Christian 
worship, quiet contemplation and prayer. 

The building we see today is a Grade II* Gothic Revival building designed by the renowned architect 
F C Penrose and consecrated in 1857 by the Archbishop of York. The expense was borne entirely by 
the 2nd Baron Wenlock, owner of Escrick Estate, and his brother Stephen Lawley, Rector of Escrick 
to honour their father the 1st Baron Wenlock. 

 

Archaeological evidence suggests there has been a church in Escrick since the second half of the 
twelfth century but the first documentary proof dates from 1252. The medieval church stood 
immediately to the west of Escrick Hall at the centre of the village. A new Georgian church designed 
by John Carr was built at the north end of the village and was consecrated in 1783. 

 

For several years we have seen Sunday congregation numbers fall. Our prayers have been answered. 
Our successful Heritage project has injected new energy and enabled us to engage more widely with 
the community to encourage more people to come and enjoy the building, the history of the 
community and all St Helen’s has to offer. 

 

The closure of the building for six months, for the renovation works, enabled us to look more closely 
at what we were offering and how we were meeting the spiritual needs of the Parish. Through 
discussion at Parish meetings, when the church building reopened we adjusted our service pattern and 
styles. 

The current regular pattern of service is as follows: 
1st Sunday: 8.30 am Holy Communion (1662 said service) 

4.00 pm ‘Open Door’ (messy church style for families) 
2nd Sunday 10.00 am Holy Communion (Common Worship) 
3rd Sunday 10.00 am Morning Prayer (Common Worship) 
4th Sunday 10.00 am Holy Communion (Common Worship) 
5th Sunday A Benefice service is held in turn at one of the six churches 
Every Thursday (except during August) 9.30 am Holy Communion (said service) 
Once a quarter on 3rd Sunday 4.30 pm Evensong with guest choir 

 

In addition we hold a number of services throughout the year to celebrate festivals and special 
occasions of interest to the local community. 

 

As well as baptisms and funerals, we also have a reasonably high number of weddings, 11 planned so 
far for 2020. This is in part due to the Parsonage Hotel next door. We see weddings as part of our 
outreach as we welcome couples who live outside our parish to become part of our worshiping 
community. One person married in church this year has expressed a wish to be confirmed next year. 



 

 
 

Escrick CofE Primary School students 
performing the Escrick Sword Dance 

We enjoy strong links with Escrick primary (C/E) school, with 
our Rector leading assemblies every two weeks. Volunteers 
from our Heritage Group have worked with students on several 
projects and the school hold their Leavers’ Service in church and 
attend some of our special services throughout the year. School 
visits to the church are however limited by the busy A19 road, 
which the children and villagers need to cross. This means the 
cost of a coach is incurred for each school visit, to which church 
happily contributes. Going forward we hope traffic lights and a 
pedestrian crossing will help all to cross safely, and remove one 
of the physical barriers. 

Following the refurbishment work we now hold a variety of activities in church on a regular basis, such 
as: 

 

 Sharing our Faith (monthly) and Lent Group (weekly during 
Lent) 

 PCC meetings (8 times a year) 
 Mothers’ Union (monthly) 
 Heritage Hub (monthly) 
 Memories Café (monthly) 
 Escrick Heritage Group (monthly) 
 There are also a number of one-off events throughout the year 
 We are also exploring the possibility of monthly prayer lunches 

and setting up a pastoral care team Children at Easter Sunday Service 

 

Through increased use of the building parishioners are becoming more familiar with the church and 
since it reopened in April this year we have registered a small increase in our congregations and we are 

working hard to build on this momentum. 

Attendance September 2019 
Electoral Roll: 56 
Average weekly attendance: 31 
Monthly Open Door service: 15 children, 34 adults 
Harvest Festival: 76 

 

Our Free Will offer for 2019 is £15,400. For 2020 we 
have submitted an offer of £10,000 as we are still in the 
process of finalising the accounts of the project and until 
we have clarity on our current financial position it was felt 
unreasonable to make a commitment we may be unable to 
fulfil. We know that we need to increase the amount of 
our regular giving. We are now working with the 
Diocesan Generous Giving Team exploring new initiatives 
which we hope to launch in the New Year. 

Using the new facilities in the North Aisle 

Looking forward, our vision is to be a Church welcoming and open to all which provides a space for 
people to find peace in a busy world. We need to keep the momentum going and look forward to 
building our increasing links with the community. We pray that in time this gives all the opportunity to 
know the love of God. 



ST MATTHEW’S CHURCH, NABURN 
 

Naburn is situated on the banks of the river Ouse, 4 miles south of York, 
with a population of approximately 550. For many years a large part of it 
was owned by the Palmes family who lived at Naburn Hall from 1226— 
1974. Originally a totally rural community, today most of the population 
commute to York and Leeds. 

 

In a rural setting with good local amenities, there is organised sailing on the 
river from Naburn locks to York, the Sustrans cycle way skirts the village 
and there is public transport into the centre of York. 

 

Prior to 1854 Naburn was partly in the ecclesiastical parish of Holy Trinity 
in Acaster Malbis and partly in the parishes of St George and St Denys in 
York. Villagers also worshipped at the Palmes chapel which was first built 
in the 12th century. Many villagers were buried in the churchyard at 
Acaster Malbis which is on the opposite bank of the river Ouse, beyond the 
flood plain, and was only accessed by ferry. A separate Parish of Naburn 
was created with its own church, which was opened and consecrated by 
the Archbishop of York in 1854. 

 

Following a reduction in congregation during the 1960s and 70s and financial constraints in 1991 the 
church was declared redundant when substantial works were required and the PCC could not perceive 
any means of raising £100,000 when funds stood at £580. However, a group within the Parish fought to 
raise the money and an Appeal Fund was launched and with the help of the National Heritage Memorial 
Fund the church was restored and re-dedicated by the Archbishop of York. We are immensely pleased 
to report that the Archbishop of York will lead a service on 27 October to mark the 20th anniversary of 
the reopening of the church. 

 

We maintain excellent relations with Naburn CofE Primary School and every two months hold an ‘Open 
The Book’ service at the school. Regular assemblies are held at the church, village hall and school. The 
vicar has a major part to play in the life of the school both spiritually and as part of the governing body. 

 

Average attendance at regular services is 12. Naburn has a strong community spirit, and whilst 
attendance at regular church services is not particularly high, special services, fundraising and care of the 
church are important in bringing the whole community together. 



ST HELEN’S CHURCH, STILLINGFLEET 

 

This village church has a recorded history of more 
than 800 years going back to the middle of the 12th 

century and was probably built by Robert de Stuteville 
c.1154. The South West door has been nationally 
famous for many years. Its age and history were 
investigated by P V Addyman and I H Goodall in 1975 
and the conclusions published in Archaeologia Vol CVI 
in 1979. The study confirmed that the age of the door 
is a least coeval with the initial building of the church 
and there is some evidence that it may have been used 
elsewhere in the 10th century. The Norman door has 
become a monumental treasure to be enjoyed by 
many visitors from all over the world. 

Joint Ecumenical Partnership 
For a number of years both Chapel and Church have worked together especially at festival and 
fundraising events. This has been a gradual process working from an agreement initially to a full Local 
Ecumenical Partnership. Regular meetings are held during the year of a joint council to plan events and 
services. 

Services 
We have three services a month, with one being Holy Communion, the other All Age worship and a 
jointly held evening service with the Methodists. 

 

Special joint (LEP) services are held on Remembrance Sunday, Good Friday and an open air service in 
the Summer. 

The Friends of St Helen’s 
This group has a remit to help with fundraising for the church and also, where possible, with keeping the 
church yard tidy. Various fundraising events are organised throughout the year. 

Parish Statistics 2018-19 

Occasional Offices 
Baptisms 1 or 2 a year 
Marriages 1 or 2 a year 
Funerals 3 in church, 1 at the crematorium 

Services 
Easter communicants 14 
Easter attendance 15 
Christmas communicants 30 
Christmas attendance 42 
Attendance on a ‘normal’ Sunday 6 

Church Attendance in October 2018 
Adults (16+) Children 

1st Sunday 0 0 
2nd Sunday 
3rd Sunday 

9 
- - 

4th Sunday 23 0 



ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, BUBWITH 

 

There is a great spirit in Bubwith 
Church, to quote our Rector, Revd 
Richard Kirkman. Starting from a 
very low point 10 years ago when 
the church faced bankruptcy, it has 
gone from strength to strength. This 
has been particularly the case in the 
last few years during which we have 
had the benefit of a house for duty 
priest resident in the village. She brought many new ideas to the church, which have been put into place 
with good success. She has also been seen around the village, and at the school, which has helped our 
presence in the local community. 

 

We have run a 4pm service once a month called the 
4x4 service, aimed at all ages with an informal service 
but also often with communion, to introduce children 
to the concept of communion. It regularly gets a 
congregation of 25, with a very wide range of ages. 

 

We have moved to two 10:30 services and tried to 
make the order of service more approachable and also 
to incorporate more music, with some Taize chants 
and often with some modern hymns/worship songs. 

 

We would like to have a service on all Sundays in the 
month, and have considered café church, or possibly a 
worship service. Both of these new ventures would 
require involvement and support from the HFD priest. 

 
We have followed this musical theme by holding musical events, including a recital by a quality classical 
pianist, a “scratch” Messiah with large choir, soloists, tympani and organ. We have had several concerts 
with local choirs, and local bands. Very recently we held a celebration concert (see below) with one of 
the top Welsh male voice choirs with a sell-out audience which was very well received by everyone. We 
have held a “Bubwith Church Music Festival” , a week long programme of events all with a musical 
theme, including a choir and organ concert, a musical with a company normally playing in a York theatre, 
a garden event, a house based recital, and a concert in the school. 

Revd Karen Gardiner with members of the Blaenavon Male Voice Choir 



The House for Duty priest (HFD) played a big part in all these things, and we hope that the new HFD 
priest will continue these themes, and help with new initiatives in the future. It is an exciting time and 
we would like the new priest to be part of it. 

 

We have just completed a major development in the 
church which provides a toilet, a kitchen, and disabled 
access, using a wheelchair lift and requiring relaying of 
the churchyard path. Whilst the bulk of the finance 
required was from Wren, the congregation and 
community donated around £18000, showing the 
commitment to the church. The HFD priest was a 
major part of this development. Further projects 
underway or being considered are much improved 
heating, a roof alarm system, new lighting and sound 
system, to include concert use, and a complete 
rework of the bells. 

 

Financially the church is now stable, which is a major change over the last 10 years. We have increased 
our FWO twice in the last two years. Congregations usually number 20 to 25. Major festivals often 
have capacity congregations. 

 
 

We believe that we are a church that is open to new ideas and suggestions, and would welcome a 
HFD priest to help us continue the developments into the future. 

 



ST HELEN’S CHURCH, SKIPWITH 
 

Church Attendance(figures for 2018) 

Electoral roll members 45 
Average weekly attendance 23 adults, 5 under-16s 
These numbers obviously increase at festival times. 
The average number of adults attending has increased by 2 
but the number of under-16s has increased by 2 
Monthly Joint Messy Church: Average 10 children, 6 adults 
No.of those baptised: Infants 1 

Children 0 
Adults 0 

Marriages 2 
Funerals 6 

Spiritual life of the Church 
Our Reader, Mrs. Jean Faulkes takes a pastoral lead in the parish. 

 
It has been good to see a small increase in the numbers of adults 
and children attending church and they have been participating fully 
in the worship. The Family Communion Service has the highest 
attendance with considerable involvement of the children. Our 
enthusiastic music group accompanies worship usually once or 
twice per month. 

 

Our parish magazine, ‘Round -Up’, continues to be delivered to 
every home in the parish and is well used by the community as a 
means of communication. 

The Mothers’ Union prayer group continues to meet regularly to 
pray for families and the Benefice prayer meeting is held weekly in 
this parish. 

Each year, a service for the recently bereaved is held on All Souls’ 
Day and is usually well attended. 

Messy Church at North Duffield 
The Local Brownies and Rainbows have been holding their Parade 

Service on Palm Sundays when we accompany the donkey through the village. 

Two of our Church Music Group have arranged to go into the Primary School to start up a regular 
music group there as currently there is no music offered on the curriculum. 

The Children’s Nativity, as part of the Carol Service, is a very special celebration and during 
December we welcome the school for their annual Christingle Service. 



Methodist/Anglican 
 

We enjoy uniting with Skipwith Methodists for our 4th Sunday services. 
Ecumenically, we share in a New Year’s Day Service, a Lent Course, a 
Holy Week Service, a Good Friday Walk, a Women’s World Day of 
Prayer service, and a Remembrance Day Service. We organise Messy 
Church jointly each month and it is well attended and popular. 
Similarly a joint group goes into the primary School monthly to 
perform “Open the Book”. 

The Church Fabric 
Currently we are making preparations for 
embarking on considerable repairs and some 
re-ordering and refurbishment. With this in 
mind we have prepared a Vision Statement 
outlining our plans and we have had a very 
positive response from the Diocese. 

 

Teams of volunteers keep the church and 
churchyard looking tidy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
‘Open the Book’ at North Duffield 

 

 
 

Fundraising 

The church building is of huge historical interest and we welcome a 
considerable number of visitors each year. 

We organised three events during the year— the annual Garden Fête at Skipwith Hall, serving teas at 
Skipwith Hall for NGS Open Gardens and an Andrew Nix concert. Recently we have had a couple of 
choral fundraising events specifically for our Repair Fund. The majority of our funds, however, is 
generated by generous regular giving by church members. 

Finance 
Currently we are contributing a Freewill Offering of £19860 to the Diocese and have decided to 
increase it to £20,000 for 2020. We give away a small amount and take special retiring collections 
during September for the Selby branch of the Salvation Army which works closely with the Food Bank 
in Selby, a project which we support weekly. 

 

 

Café Church at Skipwith 

 

Monthly Cafe Church is proving popular and seems to meet a need among parishioners. 



ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, AUGHTON 
 

Aughton parish consists of three villages, 
Aughton, Ellerton and Latham, along with 
scattered communities such as Aughton 
Rudding and isolated farms. Aughton 
village has declined from its dominant 
position when East Cottingwith was a 
chapelry of Aughton and there were shops, 
a school, a chapel, a public house and many 
trades people. Today, population growth is 
small compared to other nearby villages, 
there being no big housing development 
sites but barn conversions and small in-fill 
sites. Nevertheless, in the past few years 
there has been an increase in young people 
living in the village. Occupations tend to be 
either farming together with supporting 
industry or city based. We can boast an 
excellent golf course and spa complex. 

 

Ellerton village is slightly larger with a chapel, the Ellerton and Aughton village hall, no shops but the 
‘Boot and Shoe’ public house. Here there is increased opportunity for housing development but is 
mainly in-fill and conversion. Occupation is predominantly away from the village, although five farms 
provide some employment. 

 

Laytham is predominantly farming with some residents working away from the hamlet. There are no 
shops or public houses. The entire Aughton parish could be said to be unspoilt. 

 

The 11th centry Norman church lies hidden away at the end 
of the village, across a field overlooking the Ings. It is famed 
for its association with Robert Aske and the Pilgrimage of 
Grace. A concert and talk about him is held in June and is 
well sponsored. All Saints welcomes groups of students and 
societies who visit and the churchwarden is happy to act as 
guide. 

Regular services: 
9.00 am 1st Sunday Morning Prayer (BCP) 
9.00 am 3rd Sunday Holy Communion (BCP) 
We also maintain a monthly Holy Communion service at 
10,00 am on Thursdays in Ellerton Village Hall, usually led by 
retired clergy. 

 

A dedicated core of hard working parishioners who come 
to worship, care for the fabric of the building, raise funds 
and liaise with surrounding parishes and chapels with events 
and festivals. Events other than church services are well 
supported. The afternoon teas in church give fellowship, and 
some profit. 

 

We now have eight children living in Aughton, so it could be time to encourage their interest in church 
activities. A need for missionary work to guide those who come to church and are not confirmed. 
Access to the church needs to be improved. 


